1 Peter 2:9-10

Hope in the storm

Identity

1

Identity is important to us. These days people are paying good money to hire companies that are
devoted to tracking down one’s ancestry. They can go back a few
centuries, and almost everyone comes out of there convinced that they
are the descendant of some kind of royalty – presidents, kings, princes,
lords, counts or duchesses. Every once in a while, people come out of
their consultation with a family tree in hand that proves that they have
someone notorious in their family, like a famous criminal, or gunfighter.
I don’t know how accurate those family tree searches actually are, but a
ton of people are paying for them to be done. Now they also are doing
a DNA test that supposedly can tell what mix of races a person comes
from.
As for myself, I don’t find value in that, but I find a good deal of my
identity in the people who have loved me over the years - family and friends, starting with my
wife, then my parents, brother and sisters, my sons and their wives, grandchildren, some of the
cousins I was close with as a kid, my uncles and aunts, some of my teachers and professors who
valued me. I really do carry all these people around inside of me. They valued me and made me
see my own value in their eyes. But over and above all of that, (for those of you who did not have
the type of family that valued and affirmed each other) I know that I am loved and valued by my
Creator. His love surrounds my existence with a glow, a warmth of His acceptance, love, and
care! His love transcends how I look, or feel about myself on a bad day. It is always a part of my
consciousness. Even when I do wrong, I am aware at some level that His love is drawing me to
the right thing – to undo what I have done wrong, and to get back on track! Even His discipline is
a part of His great love, because when I humble myself and accept it, it sets me straight again! 2

Well, in verse 9, Peter gives us our team identity. *Kind of like a Packer fan has a team identity – a long legacy
of Packer heroes and great moments in Packer history that come
with being a Packer fan! It is all a part of our consciousness when
we root for the Packers! In the same way, Peter is instructing us in
how God thinks of His team, the church, and what He has done to
make it great and to make it excellent at what He wants it to do,
and therefore, this is also how we are to think of the church! This
can be vitally important. *For instance if we think of God as “the
old guy in the sky”, or ”the man upstairs” – as I have heard so
many people refer to Him as – those are really weak conceptions of
the God of the universe. *Karen and I took the anti-gravity chairs
our boys kids had give us for Father’s and Mother’s Day (a few
years ago), and we sat out in the yard late one night this week (Tues) with our chairs tilted back, and we
watched for the meteor showers that were supposed to happen that night. We ended up seeing four shooting
stars in about 45 min., but we were early for the big show. Anyway we ended up contemplating the
incomprehensible size of the universe and wondering how one Creator could be big enough, powerful enough,
to be in charge of the endless bazillions of galaxies, stars, planets, and the trillions and quadrillions of light
years of mostly empty space that separates most of it, except when that empty space isn’t empty but includes all
the weird physics denying anomalies that are known to exist in distant space. It blows the mind to think about
it. God is so much MORE than “the old guy in the sky” or “the man upstairs”. If we think of Him as so much
less than He is, we will not honor, respect, even fear Him as we should. In the same way, if we think of the
church as less than God thinks of it, we will not honor, respect, or support, or function within it the way God
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intends!

“You are a chosen people” begins Peter. What does that mean?
Reference to being individually chosen by God for salvation?
No!! Speaking in a corporate sense – the church - and mainly
referring to a corporate connection to a God-given task.
The term “chosen” here and elsewhere, is referring to
the plan of God to have an entire people for Himself, people
from every tribe and nation (Rev. 4:9) .
Just as Israel was first chosen for a task (not for universal salvation), after Jesus came to earth, the church
became a new nation chosen for an ancient but all important task! The church of Jesus Christ then became
the NEW “chosen people” with similarities and differences with the first chosen nation.
~First - The priests of Israel and the people of Israel were called by God to represent His interests on earth
and spread His name and show the nations of earth the way back to their Creator [Isa. 49:6b (light)]
(which they never really did). Likewise, the NEW chosen people of God have the same directive. We are a
counter-culture, nation-building movement! Israel was called out of the world and asked to be different
(“peculiar”) from other nations and cultures. Generally, they did not succeed. They became like the
cultures around them. The new priests of God’s new nation of priests (you and I) have God’s directive
much more seriously and are given His Spirit to live in us and aid us in achieving God’s instructions.
~Secondly – this new nation was made up of people of every nation. As opposed to the first chosen
people, Israel, this new chosen nation is comprised of people who are in it by choice and are therefore,
each one, personally, voluntarily, in the possession of God and possessed by His Spirit to give them the
power and ability to achieve the will of God.
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“A Royal Priesthood” – We spoke of this last week, but it bears repeating. Repeating it repeatedly puts it in our memory.
So here we go again, with a few added details. The Priests of Israel stood between
God and humanity. They were purified and cleaned up in a number of different ways
to ready themselves to meet with a pure and holy God! At that time the relationship
between a pure and holy God and a fallen and depraved humanity was very precarious.
God knew He was perpetually in danger of breaking out against even His chosen
nation that continued to so offend His sensibilities as God. So the priests were
assigned as a caste, for the incredibly important position of standing in-between
humanity and God – mediating a truce of sorts, so that human offenses against God
could be dealt with in the proper way, opening up at least a limited relationship with
God. But that was the old covenant. A new covenant was the begun with Jesus!
There were a number of important new progressions in the new agreement that built
off of the old agreement. Jesus was the focal point of this new covenant. He became
the perfect, one-time-is-enough sacrifice for sins by offering Himself on the cross where He bled and died. He was the
“Lamb of God” offered for human sin. He took the place of thousands upon thousand of animal sacrifices offered at the
Jerusalem temple. At the cross He took upon His own body the terrible wrath of God against the sins and offenses
committed by others - and it utterly took care of it – something the animal sacrifices could never do!! Through Christ, our
sins could be completely forgiven and eradicated from the memory of God.
[Heb. 8:7-13] Because He did not stay dead, but came back to life immortal, He then became our permanent high priest!
[Heb. 7:23-27] This too is an important aspect of the New Covenant. Jesus is in place in heaven seeing to it that His
followers cannot be condemned. None of the charges will stick because our sins are forgiven! We placed “in Him” and
protected by Him!
So after Jesus took care of the sin problem that keeps people from reconciliation with God, and He opened the way for
normalizing one-on-one relations with Almighty God, Jesus further assigned His followers to be the new priests on earth,
the new go-betweens between God and humanity! They were to teach people about God’s plan of salvation,
[2 Cor. 5:20; Rom. 10:14]
These are the priestly duties of those who would follow Jesus. We are this “Royal priesthood” Peter refers to. This church
is a royal priesthood. It seems like it might be putting on airs, but it isn’t. We need to think of ourselves as something more
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than we do! “Expect little, get little / expect much, get much!”

“A holy nation” – The nation of Israel was rarely a holy nation. Most were not devoted to God and
very unlike Him. They were, like most people on earth, devoted to themselves
- their own interests and appetites. They were just so very normal as human
beings go. There were always some that were devoted, a “remnant”, as they
are called in the scriptures. There was always some representation of godly
people in Israel even when the vast majority had become wildly pagan and
perverted.
But this new nation, who came to God under the new covenant, the new
agreement with God, signed and sealed by Jesus, were to be made up of ALL
people on earth who were devoted to God through devotion to Jesus Christ.
Admittedly not the whole of Christianity is devoted to God. There are many “hangers on”, who attend
churches in America and all over the world, who are not devoted to Christ. They believe but are not
devoted. But there is still a much larger percentage than before under the old covenant, that are
devoted to Christ and striving to be like Him – at least I sure hope so! Our advantage in the quest to
be like Jesus (holy) in our character – from the inside out, is that we have been given the powerful
entity of the Holy Spirit – the Presence of God on the inside. This is the same Spirit, 3rd member of
God’s Tri-unity, that the scriptures say was given to Jesus “without limit” at the start of his 3 ½ year
ministry! He is given to us to power us *like a battery powers a flashlight. No battery, no power.
Battery, power! We have power when we rely upon the Spirit of God, when daily we throw ourselves
upon God in humble dependency!
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All of this boils down to “A people belonging to God” – in His possession/ under
His control, engaged in serving Him!
For a reason – “THAT you might declare the praises of Him that called you out
of darkness into His wonderful light”. How were you called to Jesus? Someone
told you, invited you, talked to you and told you Jesus was wonderful. They told
you that they have Him, He is wonderful, and that you need Him too, and His
invitation stands! “Behold I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my
voice and opens the door, I will enter and dine with Him…” (Rev. 3:20). And you
heard the call of Jesus - “I’m here! May I come in”, and you saw that you did
need and want Jesus; you saw the light/truth! Someone fulfilled the reason for
which they were called, and because of their obedience and devotion to Christ –
because they declared the praises of Jesus to you, you too crawled out of darkness/ignorance/a lost
and depraved heart, into the light, and were taken possession of by the Holy Spirit! Now you and me
too are on a mission to pass on what we have received – to declare the praises of God to someone else
who may see what you and I saw – the the gospel of Jesus is wonderful news, and we can join in on
the New Covenant, the new agreement with God to be reconciled to a pure and holy God through a
pure and holy Jesus who has purified us when we placed our faith in Him, and makes us God’s
possession and a servant willing to be in the employ of God’s purposes.

[2 Cor. 5:20]
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