Gospel of Matthew
13:1-23
The Sower – Blessed / Unblessed
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I have mentioned a time or two in the past three Sundays that the 11th
through the 13th chapters of Matthew are an important part of Matthew’s
organization of his treatise on the ministry years of
Jesus. These three chapters are particularly concerned
with people’s reactions to Jesus – with those that
believed in Jesus, who believed His words and in the
incredible miracles which gave His outrageous words
such power and credibility. There were also those that
did not believe, who remained skeptical, who made themselves into enemies
of Jesus! These enemies of Jesus were completely unaware that they were
being woven into the fabric of the Christ’s future – that they were an
integral design in the historical cloth that Almighty God was so skillfully
crafting in human history. These enemies of Jesus would be instrumental in
murdering Him! In so doing, these enemies were being used (by God) and
their own duplicitous, proud, and self-righteous natures to offer Jesus up as
a sacrifice to God the Father, a sacrifice that would be adequate to take and
cleanse every sin from all those those that would become the friends of
Jesus – who would believe in His Son and receive Him as their God and
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Leader! Enemies being used to save His friends! Amazing!

Now that maple syrup season is over, gardening season is beginning soon. So Jesus
begins to teach about people’s reactions to the gospel by
using the analogy of farming/gardening – the soil
specifically. Gardening always begins with soil
preparation. The soil has to be right. The soil needs
to be soft to aid the growth of the plant’s root system.
Soil has to be fed organic matter that will decompose
and feed the soil with chemical elements that the plants
need to grow strong and to flourish. *Last fall I put a
small mountain of leaves in the garden, spread them
out and then went over them again and again with my mower to chop them up and
break them down! In a couple of weeks I will till them into the soil. I also have
compost in a compost box in the garden. I have been filling it for years now with
all our organic waste from vegetable “leavings” during meal preparation. Every
few days or so I haul our little compost bucket to the garden and empty it into the
composter. It breaks down in that box and when I plant my garden I can take the
bottom layer and use it to fertilize each row, or each individual plant.
Jesus does not speak to the seeds at all. The seeds are the constant in this equation.
The seed in this analogy is the gospel. The gospel is the story of Jesus and His
mission to save humanity from themselves and to turn them to their Creator/God! It
is the soil that is inconsistent.
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It is the soil that is inconsistent. The soil, in this analogy, is human beings.
Each of us have been prepared differently by life –
experiences with parents, siblings, spouses, teachers/
education, mentors, friends, other religions,
philosophies, our experience with war, politics,
economics, morality, ethics, work ethic, sexuality,
genetics, our knowledge of the Bible or lack of it,..
and so on. All of these play into the truth grid that we weave for ourselves –
the things we accept as true during the course of our lives through the
influence of all these various factors. I’ve said it many times before – but
what we have accepted as true and woven like strands into our truth grid,
these strands greatly effect the new information we are confronted with –
whether it will be allowed entrance into our truth grid or whether it will be
rejected. Only those items which are compatible with what is already in the
grid will be allowed in, because we are not going to accept conflicting
“truths”, but compatible ones. That, simply, is the way our brain works.
The only way for a conflicting truth to gain entrance is for a catastrophic
breakdown of our truth grid, where something traumatic shakes us to the
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core and our suppositions come into question! All of this is soil preparation.

So Jesus succinctly breaks down the “soil” into four basic
categories.
1] the path 2] the rocks 3] the weeds 4] good soil
The Path ~ people that just can’t understand the
gospel [vs. 19] The “evil one” (Satan) snatches it
from them. Jesus sure seems to know Satan is real!
He exorcises real influence upon people. While the
Creator/God seeks to save, the destroyer seeks to
hold people back from being saved. Mostly, I think,
he uses people’s faulty truth grid. He has pre-prepared a person’s
truth grid by seeing to it that false strands are woven into it
(through ignorance) during the course of their lives so that the
person’s mind might not grasp the the gospel when it is
presented, and thus reject it! Even a no-decision is a decision in
God’s eyes. Mainly, people don’t see their own need. They don’t
get why God has a major problem them. They don’t get why
God has a problem with sin. They don’t know what guilt over sin
even is! They don’t understand why Jesus had to die! To them it
seems so mean – just bizarre.
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The rocks ~ Again Jesus explains – something He does not often
do. [Vs. 20,21] There is not much soil between the stones/rocks,
..
A little, but not enough to sustain a growing, healthy plant.
This, says Jesus, is the person that gets it, is happy to hear it,
realizes he or she needs Jesus and what He is offering. But they
don’t know anything else and although they are inclined toward
Jesus, they do not pursue Him. They do not pursue Him!
Therefore they do not know Him. Perhaps they let others do the
knowledge-gathering in their stead. And then they have to rely on them for their
information about Jesus and His gospel. They end up trusting them,.. pastor, priest, church,..
and then end up being betrayed by them! They end up believing but never were followers,
mainly because the clergy they trust are not followers. They may have even been nice
people. as people go, but they still never knew Jesus even though they know He is the
Savior, and they know His gospel is something they could really use in their life. But they
just go on living their lives, Monday through Saturday without Jesus being much more than
a swear word. He certainly is not at the center of their lives – that’s for certain. They pay
homage to Him at their “church”, but they don’t love Him. They do good works but not in
Jesus’ name. It makes them feel good because they may be doing good and helping people,
but they don’t love Jesus. They just don’t! When it comes down to it, if they get pressured,
they will have no problem denying Jesus if, or profaning His Name just like everyone else
so they can fit in! They have no root, so they will wither and die even under ideal
circumstances! Again – they don’t really see their desperate plight so they just go on living
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their lives, serving in their church, but not serving Jesus.

The weeds - [vs. 22] This is someone that begins to

follow Jesus. But then they get busy.
It’s like marriage, where the initial
thrill eventually goes away, and if it
does not progress/transition to a
deeper, long-term love, that marriage
is in real trouble. You cannot build a long-lasting
relationship on infatuation. Love doesn’t work that way.
Neither does infatuation with Jesus work for us long-term.
It must transition into a deeper love, into perseverance,
into day-after-day picking up my cross, crucifying the
willful self in me, and out of love for Him, following
Jesus into life-long purpose that is aligned with the
purposes of God. [Galatians 5:24] Jesus must remain
your priority, or He will fade away from you as if He was
nothing but a fad! A FAD! Because the things of this
world have stepped in with louder voices and recapture
our attention. They will necessarily become “unfruitful”!
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Good soil - And then, finally, there is the good soil –
the person that receives the seed of
the gospel and it finds a home in
them! They become convinced –
really convinced! They are sick of
the guilt they must live with. They are sick of being
deceived by people! They are sick of trusting men and
institutions, convention and tradition. They want to lay
it all down and make it right. The cross makes sense
to them and calls to them! To these people, they are
receptive to the cross of Jesus – it makes sense to them
– invites them in! They want to know their Maker and
be right with Him more than anything, and they have
figured out that they need an all-in, loving relationship
with Jesus for that to happen!
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