Gospel of Mathew
5:31-37
A Most Inappropriate Cultural Appropriation
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This past week on Facebook, a high school girl was roundly
condemned, and I mean really destroyed with criticism on the
social media, when a picture of her and her prom date was
posted to her Facebook page, where it went viral.
It went viral not because she was a pretty girl, but
because, I kid you not, she was wearing a Japanese
styled dress… And she was a white girl! The social
media erupted in hatred and contempt for this poor
girl that she would appropriate Japanese culture!
*In larger cities, some restaurants owned by white people that
serve Mexican-themed food are being picketed, shamed on
social media, boycotted, and shut down by this movement! I
guess it is a horrible things to mix ethnicities in the melting
pot of the United States!
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Anyway, this group of moralists (most of
them themselves white) are coming fresh
out of liberal universities where they got
this ludicrous idea from. But to these nice
folks, “cultural appropriation” is a term of great
condemnation and contempt against any act of the majority
(white people) to usurp what belongs to a minority people of
another color. It could be the misuse by white people of ethnic
clothing, an ethnic food dish, an ethnic dance, an ethnic word
or phrase, and the list is endless, and growing all the time! It
literally leaves one with their mouth agape, speechless that
anyone could make so much moral noise out of so much moral
nothingness!
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It seems that almost half our country is in a
perpetual state of fiery moral outrage these
days! The rage is fueled by the media who
strangely enough buy into this nuttiness, and
is also fueled by the social media outlets
where very righteous people educate each other on what
to be outraged with next! The political right and
Christians are the targets of much of this anger! If they
could legally get their hands on a Christian, I swear, they
are crazed enough to beat, imprison, or kill! Their fury is
a dark cloud over this nation and certainly over us. If the
last president could weaponize the IRS and the FBI
against his political opponents, something not done before
successfully, what will they not justify doing when they
come back into power?!
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The left has ingeniously, yet diabolically, identified and targeted
universities as the ideal place to spread their message of
moral superiority to young people who are particularly
susceptible to idealism. Radical ideas always appeal to
idealism, not realism. So, these radical leftists get to
these young people before they live long enough to
experience life and know better.
BTW – they also target women – have been since the 1960s when
radical ideas were first in a ferment. These are cunning beyond what
is normal! Studying how they can succeed with ideas that have no
basis in fact, they simply appeal to women’s emotions, thus
circumventing their minds! Critical thinking and analysis, looking for
the truth is abandoned in favor of how one feels about something.
Facts and truth no longer matter. It is what you WANT to be true that
matters! You choose your version of the truth based upon how it
makes you feel! * I know I want to be thinner but I also don’t want to
modify my eating habits. But if I choose to think I’m thinner, I’m
still not actually thinner, but I don’t know that, because I believe I
am! The scale in the bathroom says I’m not, but I say I am! So
THERE!
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Now, here is the real problem. I expect people who have
no real values, no sense of absolutes and God’s truth to
fall for such a brilliant strategy, but not those in the church
– not those who are supposed to know and
hold to the highest authority of the scriptures!
I know it is hard to hold the line against
the onslaught of the culture, especially when
they are always angry with you! It is hard to
be constantly despised and rejected for having taken
offensive biblical positions on hot-button moral and
political issues of the day! The pressure is huge these
days to compromise and conform, and it is building!
And wouldn’t you know it, to my horror, I see the
evangelical churches caving to the pressure of culture!
It’s happening now, and the pace is quickening! How can
the evangelical Christian movement survive this age
intact?!
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Pastors and churches, even whole
denominations are compromising on what
type of sexual behavior is acceptable for the
Christian - especially in the areas of of
living together before marriage, or regarding
homosexuality. Then there are Christian
standards regarding entertainment - like the movies and
TV shows we watch, the video games we play, the music
we listen to! There is the ignoring of the boundaries of
acceptable speech so that we can sound more and more
like the jagged-edged and foul mouthed language of the
world! There is the questioning the authority of scripture
or its real relevancy for today! Perhaps it is virtual
relevancy but not actual! There is the questioning of the
doctrine of eternal hell, or of the exclusiveness of Jesus
Christ in salvation!
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Reading your
Bible is
unnecessary, so
therefore bringing
your Bible to church is unknown,
and the knowledge of good doctrine is actually frowned upon as
possibly being pharisaical – biblical knowledge could lead to
pride! Worship is a grandiose production with literally hundreds
of thousands of dollars wrapped up in the latest and best in
sound electronics, huge instrumentation, professional voices and
grand visuals. Psycho-babble and topical preaching has replaced
careful book-by-book, chapter-by-chapter, verse-by-verse
analysis and application of the scriptures. And this is just a good
start! Things that were unthinkable even 30 years ago have been
and are being normalized in the church today! As the church
faces the most difficult societal/cultural challenges by far in the
history of this nation, Christians have been dumbed down,
saturated with the culture of the day, and are completely
unprepared for what is coming next!!
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Now, some of you are probably saying to
yourselves that this is the strangest, (maybe the
worst) Mother’s Day sermon you have every
heard. I would defend this message by
countering that it may be the most important
Mother’s Day message you’ve ever heard!
Mothers are our first line of defense against the
schemes and onslaughts of the Evil One. If they fall to cultural
pressure, then all is lost! Mothers, or women in general - you
have been identified by God’s opposition as soft targets! (There
was a reason Satan first targeted Eve in Eden)! Some things
never change. These people think that with a subtle twist of
lawyer’s language and a smooth dose of weasel words, and then
slap on some cultural shaming, and you women will fall like
dominoes! They truly expect you to be as dumb as they think
you are, and as easily swayed! Of course, if you don’t go along
with their agenda - if you hold your ground - then they will say
that you are under the thumb of men, a betrayer of your gender,
ignorant, and even dangerous! That’s how this game works –
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“Agree or we’ll destroy you”!

Now, back to our text. I have lived long enough to have
personally seen this all unfold over
the last 50 years! And let me tell
you something – the acceptance
and normalization of divorce in
the church was, in my opinion, the first great concessions to
the culture, and it has proven to be Satan’s proverbial foot in
the door! In a culture where divorce is approximately 4050%, we’ve given in to the pressure. We’ve caved! It’s too
hard to take a stand against divorce and maintain it! We don’t
want to be criticized by others, and we don’t want to hurt
people’s feelings! But let me tell you something, when these
plain-spoken words of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself here in
this passage can be explained away and/or ignored – tell me –
then what part of scripture can’t we do this to?! What part of
scripture is safe from our meddling? What is there that God
can say that we can’t turn the tables on and counter with our
infinite wisdom?
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The words of Jesus are plain and the issue
is not as complicated as we tend to make it.
Divorce is not forbidden by Jesus, but
plainly discouraged. Remarriage on the
other hand, is labeled “adultery” by Him, and
therefore forbidden! I mean, this is a harsh word –
even back then! Yet, look at these verses! There is no
wiggle room in them! This is not overstatement to
make a point like the section before. This is
plainspoken-ness on the part of Jesus.
Having said that, there are actually two biblical
exception clauses to the rule of no divorce – this first
one given by Jesus here in our text is that divorce and
remarriage is an acceptable action in the eyes of God
if one’s marital partner has been unfaithful.
that11

The Apostle Paul adds to that in 1 Cor. 7:15,
a 2nd divorce clause, that if a Christian has
an unbelieving spouse that choses to leave
and divorce because they don’t want to be
married to a committed Christ-follower, then
the Christian may consider themselves
“unbound” and may remarry, presumably to a Christian
spouse this time!
Issues in marriage that are not addressed in scripture are
the growth of a frightening, violent mental derangement
of a spouse, or a consistent pattern of true physical and/or
psychological abuse that comes from being married to a
real psychopath or a sadist. There are spouses heavily
involved in pornography who will not, or cannot, stop!
There are those who carry their spouse into financial
ruination with them because of gambling addictions or the
running up of horrendous debt. There are issues of child
abuse, and spouses who turn out to be hyper-controlling!
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But losing that loving feeling or not getting along, by far, the most
common causes for divorce, are definitely not included in the divorce
clause. What the world writes off as incompatibility is something we are
expected to work out per the instructions
of Christ.
Admittedly, men and women are very
different. We come at many areas of life
and experience from very different
perspectives. We almost inevitably will
see things differently and will disagree. Contrary to a surface evaluation,
women are also every bit as strong and willful as men, if not more! Men
are usually stronger in the short term, and women in the long term – so
who is actually stronger?! But none of that matters. The Spirit of God
has given us more than adequate tools to work it out, to work together, to
come together, to get along, to appreciate each others differences and
give grace for each other’s weaknesses.
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In America, it is ingrained in us that our right
to be happy is paramount. The pursuit of
happiness is the greatest good we can think of, yet,
it is not true. To obey God is the greatest good.
Our happiness is secondary to obedience, (even
though He promises that obedience brings reward).
Committed Christ-followers are to be purveyors
of God’s glory. A “purveyor” is a person that deals in selling, representing, or
promoting a commodity. But a second meaning to purveyor is someone who
sells a particular idea, a viewpoint, or a belief system. Christ-followers sell the
commodity that God is great, that He is love, that He is far better than anything
or anyone else out there! Our lives need to reflect that ideal or we are merely
blowing smoke when we try to sell the idea that God is great and Jesus is alive!
If our lives run counter to our words, we only succeed in doing damage to
God’s reputation! Jesus is telling His followers in no uncertain terms that He
will not condone divorce - period! What we might think is a good reason to
divorce, He does not! As a Christ-follower, the best thing we can do for
ourselves when we are first married is to be absolutely resolve to put divorce
out of our mind even when we are greatly disappointed, and certainly never use
it as a threat in our marital disputes.
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This is my single admonition to our mothers today.
I’m asking you to help us hold the
line. You have demonstrated great
strength, selflessness, love for your
children. Your greatest act of love is
to provide the things of God to your
kids and to stand firmly upon them! Honor your
marriages as Jesus honored marriage. Keep your
vows. They were made to your spouse AND to God!
Make your marriage the best it can be! Work hard at
it! Show your children how it works. Support your
husband. There may be things about him you cannot
respect. But respect and appreciate the things you can!
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If your marriage is struggling, buy a book. There has to
be a thousand or more to choose from and most of them
will provide at least some help, and
some of them a lot. If the marriage
is beyond self-help, find a counselor.
He or she will arbitrate. They will
be the voice of reason, of objectivity
when a couple has lost that ability, and that really, really
DOES help couples in trouble step back from the brink!
Also have people your trust praying for you. The worst
marital problems are secret marital problems! But your
don’t need to tell all. Just ask for prayer for your
marriage. And then stay committed.
If you are not experiencing much marital strife, then do
the work of maintenance. Set aside time and money to get
away for a few hours, just the two of you – someone you
can trust to watch the kids, and go do something you
haven't done before, or go to a place you have never been.
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