Gospel of Matthew
5:10-12
The Beatitudes – The Righteous
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Vs. 10 – “Blessed are those who are persecuted because of

righteousness…”
We don’t know what persecution is, so this doesn’t register with us.
If we had ever experienced persecution for standing up for
righteousness, this would be the beatitude that we would
first be drawn to. But we haven’t, so I’m saying, its sort
of meaningless to us. I mean, we can imagine it – but
that’s totally different. *There is a huge difference
between those that have had kidney stones and those that
haven’t. Those that haven’t experienced a kidney stone have only a
small percentage of sympathy for the sufferer compared to a great
sympathy coming from those that have actually gone through that
particular excruciating pain themselves! Or depression/anxiety.
Huge amount of difference in sympathy between those that have
never suffered from this problem and those that have experienced it
themselves at some level! People that have never had it tend to
believe and say the dumbest things to (or about) those that have it,
revealing their ignorance and/or lack of sympathy toward those that
suffer from it. “Have you prayed about it?” / “You need to stop this!”
/ “Do you know that this is a sin?”
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Righteousness is simply someone who does
what is right. Psychiatry has split the human
personality into 3 parts - the ID, the Ego, and
the Super Ego. The ID is what we are born
with. It is completely selfish. It does not
recognize society’s rules and perimeters. It
wants what it wants and will use any means necessary to
get it! It is uncivilized, animalistic, tends toward the
sadistic, toward being pathological (without conscience)!
It simply does not care about how its behavior impacts
others.
A Super ego develops as a child grows, learns, and
interacts with others. They begin to take on the values of
their parents who have taken on the values of society – of
civilization. They learn right from wrong, good from evil,
“thou shalt not” and “thou shalt”. This becomes their
“super ego” – their conscience, their moral compass. It
contains guilt, shame, and sense of self worth
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One’s ego negotiates between the id and super ego,
compels the animalistic id to limit its desires and lusts and
impulses – to bide it’s time, to practice self-denial so that
one may get along with others who
also limit their desires, lusts and
impulses. Otherwise there would be
no possibility for social compatibility,
no peace between people – only
competition and war over 2, 3, 4, or more people all
wanting the same thing. *A nursery with no supervision
The id is a powerful force in the human personality, trying
to break out of its prison of restraints. The accompanying
ego often fails at shutting it down. The ego cannot obey
the dictates of the super ego to squelch the dictates of the
id. So when the id takes over and compels us to break the
rules the ego caves. As we get older it is not that we don’t
break the rules but when we do, we generally get craftier
and more skillful at not getting caught doing it!
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I’ve paraphrased all this, boiling it down to what I
think are it’s essential points. There is a lot of
psychological dogma in-between that is
garbage - weird (I think) and even
deranged, seeing that much of this came
from observations derived from observing
people at an insane asylum! But this
elemental part of the theory that I have
outlined for you actually seems to make sense to me.
It explains our broken, fallen, diseased human nature.
It breaks down the process of human depravity - what
happened to us at the curse! It explains we have such
a fragile hold on our base self!
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Jesus says the “righteous” are “blessed”. They are
because they are more in control of their impulses and
base carnality. Inappropriate and
out-of-control lusts have both
immediate and long-term
consequences that are very hurtful
and complicating to our lives. The
fewer self-inflicted consequences we have to suffer in
our lives, the more we can enjoy our lives - the more
peace we have, enjoyment, and a more consistent and
healthy ability to love and to accept love.
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There are people in this world that have a strong moral
compass – that are ethical, that treat others
well, that have compassion, who are
generous to a fault, who love their parents,
siblings, friends and who are good to them.
They also love their spouses and children
and treat them well! They even treat people
they don’t know – the man, woman, child, or even the
animal on the street - with respect, with kindness, and
even deference. They are honest in their dealings,
hardworking, and quietly courageous! They may or may
not attend a church, synagogue, mosque, or temple. There
are people who do the right thing in most areas, and they
quite naturally benefit from these good personally
qualities. There just aren’t very many of them,
proportionately. Everyone has something good about
them, but few are consistently good and righteous across
the board or at least most of the board .
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BUT… none fit God’s criterion of
righteousness! His standard is His own
perfection! * It’s a bit like one of those height
lines drawn on a board at a carnival ride. A
child has to measure up to that line or they
cannot go on that ride. That line has crushed
the spirit of many a hopeful child! If they are
not tall enough, no matter what they do, they cannot
measure up. They only as tall as they are! Likewise God
has a line when it comes to righteousness and it is a line to
which no one measures up! His line is 50’ and we only
grow to around and average of 5’9”- 10” for the average
man - and 7-something at the very most! So we have a
real problem! It is an impossible standard! We can never
even come close! We are only as tall as we are and
nothing can change that!
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That’s where Jesus comes in. His mission was
to make it possible for us to measure up to
God’s standard. He measured up, and His job
here was to provide a means for us to measure
up! But to do so, we have to stand on His
shoulders, and He has said that we can! In fact,
we must! He is God’s provision, and there is
no other way! If our eternal souls would see
God and live with Him forever as we were
intended, we cannot walk or run there, or jump
high enough, stand on a stool. We cannot crawl
up on each other’s backs, or climb a tower. We
must be carried there on the shoulder’s of…....
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This process, a transference actually, happens
when we place our faith and trust in Jesus. We go
from being on our own to being aligned with Him!
We are placed “in Him”, or, for purposes of my
analogy, “on Him”. As He has lived up to the
Divine standard of righteousness, so to, we measure
up! Amazingly, He literally lets us borrow from
Him what we need! It is the concept of “imputed
righteousness”!
It is not a human concept. We don’t think that way. We want
our independence, our self-reliance, our own achievements. We are
geared to not want to depend on anyone! But if you think about it,
that is a complete delusion! We are dependent upon hundreds of
factors, from the weather, to the oxygen content of the air, or air
pressure, or the earth turning on its axis, or the ozone layer or the
magnetic fields above the earth, or the symmetry of the solar system,
and the list goes on and on, hundreds, thousands of factors that our
very life depends upon – things we have absolutely no control over!
But dependence upon Him is the way that God created us! We cannot
live independently from Him! As Creator/Sustainer, He runs all
things on the earth and in the universe. In Him all things hold
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Matter/anti-matter. According to the Big Bang theory of the
origin of the universe, there should be equal amounts of matter
and anti-matter from the original explosion. They look exactly
the same, but they aren’t. If the two elements
in the tiniest amount were to simply touch, it
would create an explosion that would make a
nuclear explosion look small! Fortunately, at
least within what we can observe, there is
much more matter than anti-matter in the observable universe.
Scientists do not know why. But since there are amounts of
anti-matter hanging out in the universe, scientists also don’t
know why we have not observed the two opposites ever
running into each other. I wonder who keeps it that way? The
scientists are baffled! Someday, perhaps the two will meet.
[2 Pet. 3:10 / Rev. 21:1]
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The Creator/God provides what we need. We need Him and
depend upon Him at every level of
our existence! He sustains everything! Without Him there would
simply be annihilation! It is no
different when it comes to the
spiritual. We need a righteousness
far greater than our own if we are to
be saved from final judgment and saved to life eternal in the love
of God! God Himself offers that to us in His Son[2 Cor. 5:21]
“I will give you the righteousness of Jesus and you will be
perfect in my eyes as He is perfect in reality. I will inhabit your
spirit with my own and together we will conquer your whole
person - body, soul, spirit / id, ego, super ego! During that
process I will make you a fisherman of people, and working
together we will catch and release many into my Kingdom!” 12

