Gospel of Matthew
3:11-17 –
The Authentication of Christ Jesus
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Vs. 11 – John is a recognized prophet - the first to be

recognized as such in Judea in a long, long time –
almost 500 yrs! What was so exciting to the people
was that he was testifying to the arrival of the
Promised One, the Christ, the Messiah! As exciting as
John’s presence was in the land, John himself was
insisting that this man who was coming would be
MUCH greater than he!
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- John baptized with water, something we never see Jesus
do. But John claims that the coming Christ would
baptize his followers with “the Holy Spirit and with
fire” – a clear reference to Pentecost, when this, in fact,
happened! Until that actually happened no one knew
what John was referring to. There is no record in the
gospels or anywhere else of anything like this
happening to any of Jesus’ disciples
while he was with them. Only after He
had left this earth and ascended into
heaven did this happen.
- [Acts 2:1-5] This is a one-time event!
Those that insist that tongues are the
same today as at this event need to ask
themselves – where are the visible
flames that accompanied the tongues speakers and
where are the identifiable languages that were spoken
back then?!
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Tongues were dabbled in by a few various fringe groups over the millenniums,
but always with strong central leaders (which every cult has by definition). The
strange antics of these groups kept them small and generally insignificant.
However, in the 1800’s with the formation of the Mormon movement,
Mormonism’s founder/prophet, Joseph Smith, claimed to have experienced
tongues and prophetic visions and utterances, and advocated for the revival of
tongues-speaking for his followers.
Preceding them by more than 100 years, in the
middle 1700’s, a highly emotional, and strange form
of Christianity was also practiced by the female led
church of the “Shakers”. Jane Wardley began the
movement in England focusing her followers on the
2nd coming of Christ. Later, “Mother Ann Lee”, was
proclaimed to BE the second coming of Christ,
through prophetic revelation. She brought the Shaker
cult to the United States where, under the fiery preaching of Ann Lee, the
movement grew to upwards of 4000 at its zenith.
Both the Mormons and the Shakers are cults, and while the Shakers have all but
died out (largely due to the teaching and practice of celibacy – an ironic
development since their leader/prophet who preach celibacy was called
“mother”). Conversely, the generally large families of the Mormons have
helped them become the largest of the Christianity-based cults today.
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This “baptism of the Spirit” has often been misused by the
various cults to mean something it was not intended to
mean – especially in the area of “sensational gifts” of the
Spirit. The Baptism of the Spirit simply means the
inhabitation of the Spirit in an individual upon receiving
Christ in faith, resulting in:
1 – love for each other, [and
the other fruit (or
manifestations) of the Spirit,
2 - success in wrestling against sin, and
3 - power and courage to do whatever tasks God has
equipped us to do and asked us to do to promote and
expand His Kingdom on Earth.

[John 14:23,24; 15:8]

5

Vs. 12 – Threshing/separating the wheat

gains from their husk/chaff. This involves
roughing the hard grains up a bit, like
rubbing them together to loosen the husk.
Then it involves throwing it up in the open
air with a special fork, shovel, or basket to
let the wind blow away the feather-light
husks while the heavier grain falls the floor.
It is the use of imagery indicating good followers and bad. Bad
followers run the real risk of not being considered followers at
all! They will be categorized as “not the real wheat” and be
placed in the category of non-followers, all of whom are held
responsible for maintaining their independence from God!
These independent Christians-in-name-only, who never
surrendered the control of their entire life over to Jesus, will
suffer eternal separation from God and hell, just like any other
non-believers or non-followers. Brutal but fair! It’s not like
people don’t know. Its just that they hope against hope that it
doesn’t apply to them – but it does!
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Vs. 13 - Jesus is reintroduced to the narrative. John
and Jesus meet, presumably for the
first time. There is no indication
that John has met Jesus before even
though they are related. The text
indicates that Jesus traveled into
the desert to see and hear John. When John sees Jesus,
immediately the Holy Spirit moves him to identify
Jesus as the One he was born to identify – the
Promised One HAD ARRIVED! [Jn. 1:29]

[Lk. 1:17, 39-44]
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Vs. 14 – John – “You want ME to baptize YOU?!

No, I need to be baptized by
YOU!”
John baptized everyone.
Why would He object to
baptizing Jesus?
John had the inside track on
who and what Jesus actually was. He had knowledge of
the divinity of Jesus. While baptism indicated repentance
and a change of heart for the average penitent, John knew
that Jesus needed no repentance. So what would be the
point? Plus, John was overwhelmed and humbled being
in the presence of divinity! This was the apex of his life!
He had prophesied often about this man and now he was
actually here before him, and asking John to baptize him!
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Vs. 15 – “It is proper to do this because it is always good to do the

right thing.”
I’m with John on this. Jesus didn’t need to be baptized – he was
sinless. The only way baptism for Jesus makes sense is if Jesus did
this to be an example to his future followers. The early church, under
the guidance of the apostles, adopted the practice of baptism from its
earliest inception. In fact, baptism was not optional. Once you were
convinced/believed in Jesus, the first act of obedience was to do the
right thing and follow Jesus in baptism. I have only run into a few
people over the years that
refused, or continued to delay,
baptism. Everyone of them remained
spiritual infants – until they stopped
being disobedient and were baptized! If
a new Christian cannot be obedient in the
first things, you will not be obedient in
the next things. You don’t skip over a disobedience to get beyond
it to obedience in other things. It just doesn’t happen!
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Vs. 16 – “At that moment heaven was opened…”
Jesus descended into the water, stood with John, and
was baptized by him. That is when “all heaven” broke
loose!!! Heaven “opened” and the crowd along the
banks of the Jordan River saw some strange and
wonderful sights. The jaw-dropping details of what
they saw, unfortunately, remain
undisclosed by the text. There is
one detail that is revealed – the
descent of the Holy Spirit upon
Jesus “like a dove”. I’m pretty
sure it did not take the form of an
actual dove, but fluttered in flight like a flame
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Vs. 17 – “And a voice from heaven said…”
-The angels have testified to the identity of Jesus as
the Promised One
-The Old Testament prophets have testified to the
identy of Jesus as the Promised One
-The prophet, John, has testified to the identity of
Jesus
-Finally, God the Father and the Holy Spirit
authenticate the special identity of Jesus!
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“This is my beloved Son. I am so pleased with Him”
Jesus is the One! He really is! He is God become
man! He is “the Word” and now “the Son”! He is
God on a mission to redeem rebels
and turn them to His side! He is the
leader of a great movement, using
redeemed and purposeful people to
win back to the Creator/God as many
people (who have previously been His
enemies) as are willing to switch sides!
Are you a part of His great movement?
Show Him! BE a part of it! Share Jesus! Be
persuasive! Learn to do it skillfully by doing it!
Do the right thing! Go! Tell! Gather!
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