Gospel of Matthew
13:24-30; 36-43
Weeds!
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Galilee was an agricultural area. Obviously wheat
number of parables, as well as the raising of animals
such as sheep and goats. There are also numerous
references to incidents upon the Lake of Galilee, and
a number of the disciples of Jesus had earned their
livings as fishermen on that big lake.
So here is a story of a wheat field that has been sabotaged in the night by an
enemy of the farmer. It would be a mean-spirited thing to do in real life – a
thing of dark mischief. This prankster/vandal does something far more
sophisticated than just trampling the field. He sows weed seed! So, by the time
the seeds all germinate together and grow big enough to tell the difference
between wheat and weeds, the farmer can’t start over, and, as Jesus points out,
the weeds cannot be pulled out because the roots of the wheat stalks would be
too disturbed from pulling out the tares, and that is only if they didn’t get pulled
out outright with the tares. At any rate, the disturbance to the wheat stalk’s root
would resulting in stunted growth and thus lower wheat. So the farmer instructs
his field hands not to disturb a thing – to let them grow together and to plan on
separating them at harvest time! At that time the weeds will be piled high and
burned and the wheat will be included on the threshing floor, threshed, and2
harvested

Of course, this has nothing to do with farming and everything
to do with spiritual matters in the Kingdom of God –
specifically about the enemies of God contrasted with His
friends. Jesus is telling His disciples that the enemy, Satan,
was making war upon the world and he has plenty of workers
who are willing to assist in His schemes.
The church is not specifically mentioned, but since the church
is God’s main representative here on earth, I believe Jesus is referring to the war
that the devil would in the future be making on the church as it tried to minister the
gospel to world. The Devil would be seeding the church with His own emissaries,
His mischief-makers, who would be imbedded in the church and church culture in
such a way that they could neither be identified nor extricated without doing great
harm. *I once spoke with a pastor of a large church whose church had quite
recently hired an associate pastor. Within about a year of arriving he had made it
clear to some of the other staff member that he intended to get the senior pastor
fired or force him to resign, and then to step in and take his place. He began to
wreak chaos behind the scenes of this outwardly successful church. He carefully
sowed seed of doubt, discontent, and division, first among the staff and then the
lay-leaders! The pastor was torn up about it because some of whom he had
counted friends for years had turned on him.
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I advised him that he must make sure this associate pastor was fired and
that they would just have to endure the fallout from such a controversial
move. He said it would tear the church apart
because the guy had ingratiated himself to
many people in the church in just a few
months. Plus, the man had insinuated openly
that he would sue the church if they made any
move against him. So, although the pastor
moved against the associate, it had to be done very carefully so that no
prosecution for libel could be successful against the church. So no one
outside of the inner circle could be told what the reason for his firing
was, which, of course only served to heighten the concern and anger of
the church people who perceived that a great injustice had been done by
the church to the man and his family. For his part, as he was being
processed out of employment at the church, he of course did nothing to
dissuade them of that totally erroneous notion!
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Hundreds of people ended up leaving that church and spreading misinformation about the
situation. But at least the man was gone from there and
they could begin to heal - which they did. But not the
senior pastor. He was victimized in this situation, and
never really healed from that incident, becoming
increasingly disillusioned with the ministry, and after
decades as the pastor of that church! He ended up
retiring years earlier than he otherwise would have, simply because he could not wrap his
head around the many betrayals that this man had spawned among people that had
previously been trusted colleagues in his church!
This is the kind of weeds that Jesus is referring to. The evil one has sown a great many in
the world and has found this method to be particularly effective in the fields of the church to
work dark mischief there - senior pastors, associate pastors, board members, parishioners
that wreak havoc and continue to hurt the efforts of the Holy Spirit in and through His
church. This mischief is made darker than normal because it is perpetrated by people that
are supposed to know better – who are supposed to be Christ-like, but their Christ-likeness is
skin deep and disappears in a flash to let the foul wolf-beast inside loose when they are in
any way opposed or even if they are just in a foul mood! The hypocrisy of such switching
back and forth between Christ and Satan is mind-boggling, confusing, disillusioning,
demoralizing. When people witness this, it’s effect is to paralyze, to neutralize the service of
people in the Kingdom of God. Many drop back or even drop out! The wheat is being
squeezed by the weeds and it is truly taking a toll on the mission that the church has been
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tasked with!

Now, listen carefully. There is another side to
this – actually a good side. The strong Christfollowers work through the dissonance of
people
who loudly proclaim that they know Jesus,
but who act contrary to their claims. *The
pastor who led my father to faith in Jesus,
about a year later was discovered by the
church leaders to be seeing a woman in the
church, and she was not his wife. He was asked to leave, but the damage was
done and the church was left in shambles! My father didn’t know what to do.
He loved the guy and owed him so much! Now it was revealed that the guy
wasn’t who my father had thought he was! Now he had to deal with this
dissonance, this mind-troubling turbulence in the idyllic world of Christianity
that he had painted in his own mind. And after a few weeks of heart-rending
indecision, he had finally reasoned it out in his mind, and it was quite simple,
really! He decided that he had never signed on to follow this former pastor and
mentor – even though he had been so impressed with him! No, he had signed
on to follow Jesus, and he was going to keep on following him! He remained a
devoted follower of Jesus, but was wiser.
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Experience in the realities of living in this world, and working in the
church with other people who are as imperfect as we ourselves are
tends to do that to a person! My point is
that trials of doubts and disillusionment
will strengthen the faith of a true follower
while it will destroy the almost-faith of
an almost-follower! It will cause them to
stumble and flounder and flail about, and
get lost repeatedly, and panic,.. until they
are virtually of no consequence in the Kingdom of God – out of the
game and on the bench! Listen, following Christ is just that –
FOLLOWING! In following, there is a lot more forward movement
than backward! Am I right?! If we think it is all about me, then we
will be using Jesus like self-help therapy. If it is about Him, our
focus will be on what comes next with Him – ‘Where are you taking
me next, Lord?’ If it is through the valley of the shadow, then, okay.”
I don’t have to be happy about it, but I do have to make up my mind
that I will keep following and looking for what He wants me to do in
the valley of the shadow – because there will surely be something!
But He never leaves us to take care of it on our own! He will always
precede, protect, provide, and empower! Whatever it is that comes
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next, He’s been there first and knows the way through!

[[Heb. 12:7-11]
It is only through trial under fire that we really
come to know what God already knows about us.
*It reveals who we really are under our skin and
what metal our faith is made of. Is it soft and toxic
like lead? Is it like brass, hard but not THAT hard,
certainly not able to hold an edge or take a beating. Or is it like iron –
brittle to the point of being easily shattered, and equally as easily corroded?
Or, how about carbon steel, combined with alloys and metallurgy that
makes it hard to break, won’t bend, holds an edge even when misused?!
Our faith is continually being tested and proven - one way or the other –
what it really is as opposed to what we say it is! But as the verse says, our
faith is a process. If we cooperate with the Spirit of God, He will keep on
investing in us! When we prove faithful and steadfast in the little things, He
will give us bigger things to attend to, and still bigger after that! And we cry
out, “Not that, Lord!” and then we realize we are talking to the God of the
Universe, and we come back to Him humbly - “Never-the-less, not my will
but yours”. That is such a character building process – a deepening of love
and trust between me and God. Not only have I learned to trust Him even
during the dark hours and complexities and difficulties of life and ministry,
but I have demonstrated that He can trust me with more! I have a humble
and submissive heart toward Him.
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That is how growth occurs. I don’t know how
a person can claim to be a Christ-follower if
all they want from Him is to be given an evenkeeled, undisturbed, smooth-sailing, storm-less
kind of life. That is not the way it works. He
does not submit to us! We are to submit to Him! He knows how
this works and we do not! We are the novices – without a clue,
really. But we know that He who made the universe, sun and
planets, the moon, the earth, and every living thing upon the
earth, and every complex physical law that governs it all,.. He
might just know more than we do! So we surrender to His will.
“God, you are right, and I was wrong” becomes a frequent part
of our conversation with God! This is a major part of our
spiritual upbringing. We cannot graduate without it – not even
close!
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This is what the wheat does! And this is what
the weeds will not do! The weeds think themselves smarter, more able to lead than God!
And in the end the weeds are collected and
burned. They grew up in the world, were
scattered liberally within His church, caused
eith mischeif or apathy (and I don’t know which one is worse) and in the
end there will be a separation of the fruit-bearing plants from the fruitsucking plants! The end of this explanation is, of course, a reference to hell!
So,.. decide carefully! God routinely turns weeds into wheat, so don’t be
discourage but be encouraged. But still, you have to really decide – fruitbearing or non-fruit-bearing, fair weather follower or foul weather follower
too?! Accept the challenges of the Holy Spirit or refuse them in the interests
of preserving how you think your life should look and how you want to
spend your time on earth. If you are in any way undecided, the end that
Jesus describes here for the weeds should help you decide that you are a
wheat and NOT a weed. You will apply yourself to the production of good
fruit, and not to mischief! Others will look at you and be encourage by what
they see and hear to follow Jesus themselves because of what they have
seen!
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