Gospel of Matthew
5:43-48
The Difference
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Love is the difference!
The Creator IS love! His followers are on a
pilgrimage, a spiritual journey, to be like Him
in His essential qualities.
The central ingredient to God’s Nature and
Character is love. All His other attributes, His Mercy,
Goodness, Righteousness, Compassion, and even his
attributes of anger, jealousy, and judgment, are tied into
the central tenant of His love! The psalmist, David,
speaks of the “Steadfast” love of God continually in his
poetry. Can love even be love if it is not steady. Meteoric,
moody, love is unreliable. You’re always trying to earn
such a love. You never know where you stand with such a
love. You are always phishing to see if they are feeling in
a loving mood or not. But God’s love is “Steadfast”. You
can count on Him to keep loving you even when you have
been unworthy of that love!
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Love is:
“the fruit of the Spirit - love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control.”
Love is what 1 Cor. 13 says it is – “…patient,
kind, it does not envy, it doesn’t boast, it is not proud, or
rude, or self-seeking. It is not quick-tempered, and it
does not have a long memory when it comes to the
offenses of others. It doesn’t revel in someone else’s
misfortune. It rejoices in the truth. It always protects,
always trusts, always hopes, and always perseveres.”
Can you imagine what this world would be like if its key
motivational factor was love, rather than envy, greed,
pride, lust, hatred, self-interest?!
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There would not be war – countries
would work out their differences
peaceably; there would be justice
for all people; the rich would help
the poor voluntarily rather than thru
coercion from the government through taxation and social
programs. Marriages would last a lifetime and they would
be GOOD marriages; siblings would not be estranged
from each other or from their parents; bullying would
cease and the corresponding school shootings would be a
thing of the past. The social media would cease being so
incredibly vicious and condemning; People could express
opposing views without being called every derogatory,
vulgar, and demeaning word in the dictionary! The
resulting change in humanity and in human history would
be profound - a 180 degree turnaround!
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The love of God inevitably leads to the love of people.
You cannot really love of God unless or until you are
led by the love of God into the love of people! Loving
people is the substance of loving God. It is the only
substantive evidence that one’s love for God is really
real! I’m only saying this because God said it first!

[1 Cor. 13:1-3]
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Now we get to this radical statement of
Jesus about love. It seems that He is
always saying something for its shock
value, and this would be shocking if we were
not so familiar with it. First He quotes conventional
wisdom – “You have heard it said – ‘love your
neighbor, but it’s good and even right to hate your
enemy.’”
This is the wisdom of the world and it bleeds into the
many thousands of human cultures all around the
globe! Very few human beings do not buy into this
approach to life completely!
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This is a vicious world where one
nation wants what another nation has,
so they have traditionally raised an
army, increased the size of their navy,
swelled to the bursting point their
national armory, and then attacked their
neighboring nation brutally and took
what they wanted, leaving behind
shattered, destitute, ruined lives
everywhere! These national and ethnic sins are not
easily forgotten – not for a great many generations! So
people learn to hate, to negatively stereotype, to fan the
flames of racial prejudice and bigotry. They learn to live
for retribution and revenge! And it is all under the banner
of “this hatred is OK because they haven’t been nice to
you!”, or maybe their grandparents weren’t nice to my
grandparents! Oh the pain! Oh the victimhood!
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*In our country, with a cultural war
heating up to the point of absolute
hatred between right wing and left wing, between
liberals and conservatives, its considered righteous to
call the other side names, to call into question their
intelligence, even to wish they were dead! I can’t help
but shake my head at the reasoning ability of the other
side, and I hate the damage they are doing to lives,
especially young lives, but I do not hate them! I
cannot! Am I irritated by them? Continually! But I
don’t hate them. If I could, I would love them in any
way I could, but especially with the good news of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ! However, once the Name of
Jesus is brought up, most would reject me and rebuff
any loving thing I would attempt!
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I don’t have to care for their
ideology, but I do have to love
them as people! If there is
opportunity to do good to them, I must take that
opportunity. I’m not given the option to side with
my culture who would say to do my enemy harm. My
culture sides with the world. But my culture does not
lead me. I have a different leader! His Name is Jesus,
and He is really different! I need to heed the ideology
of Jesus and make it mine! He says to “love your
enemies. Pray for them and do good to those who are
against you because you are with me - even those who
aim to do you mischief or harm!”
9

This is what differentiates us from all the rest.
Most people love, and
if they pray, pray f/
the people they love
(Jesus pointed this
out). But no one
except us prays for their enemies! No one but us
desires good for our enemies! We have been directed to
do this because the enemies of Christ need prayer. They
desperately need the very One who they despise and
revile! We must show them – demonstrate – the real
Jesus. We need to provide an accurate profile of Christ
that will erase from their minds the grotesque facsimile of
Jesus someone else gave them of some!
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Be careful of your behavior INSIDE
your own head or with other
Christians. If you do not exercise
restraint in your inner conversations,
you will be duplicitous and fake when there is
opportunity to show love to Christ’s enemies! You
really have to be compassionate toward the lost-ness
of the the lost! Jesus on the cross – “They do not
know what they do”. Be careful who you listen to!
There are many talk show hosts or TV hosts that will
whip up your resentments and hostilities! You do not
need their encouragement to disparage!
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There are plenty of well-meaning but
absolutely inept Christians who have
painted a distorted, even ugly picture
of Jesus. We have to paint over that
obnoxious portrait to portray Jesus
much more accurately, and we do it
with love. It is the only way! Love
gives the resurrected Jesus His flesh
and bones to people that previously
had never seen Him. Through our
love Christ comes alive to His enemies. The enemies
of Jesus are intractable in their resistance, but our love
for them is relentless! It is also the only chance they
have! Remember, all the friends of Jesus on this earth
were at one time His enemies!
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“Be perfect even as your Heavenly Father is…”
Back in vs. 20 Jesus said that the only way we would
enter the Kingdom of Heaven is if our righteousness
exceeded that of the Phariseees.
Now He tells us to be perfect! This is
key because NO human ever has been
perfect but Jesus. Yet He tells us to be
like our perfect God!
Through faith in Jesus we are perfect! We have been
gifted by God everything Jesus has earned! Since He was
perfect, we get HIS perfection! So our standing, our
position in the eyes of God is one of perfection. Yet, we
are commanded by Jesus to actually become, in practical
terms, what Jesus has given us positionally. Learn to do
what is right and avoid doing what is wrong. Become like
Jesus.
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