1 Peter 2:18-21
Hope in the storm

Leaving You An Example
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It is amazing how much our parents impact our lives. I never would have thought so when I was young. I thought,
for instance, about myself, that I was my own man. I was under the strong impression
that I was quite different from my father, and that was actually quite true. I WAS quite
different from him! I was much more of a warm and affectionate friend to my boys
than my father was to me growing up. I was more publicly affectionate to my wife than
he was to my mother. I was more open about my thoughts and feelings. He was not
closed, but I ended up being generally a lot more open than he, I think. I loved him
very much because he was my father. I respected him for being fair with me - most of
the time. As a key leader in our church, he was a good defender of orthodox doctrine in
my church and I admired him for his knowledge and his passion in defense of and the
promotion of the truths of scripture. But we did not actually know real friendship until I
was past my mid-20s. At the time, I was pastoring in Marathon City, and he was recently retired. I remember that he
would come out daily to help me build a house in a new neighborhood on the outskirts of the city. Marathon city was
only about 15 minutes west of Wausau, and Wausau was where my parents had always lived and where they had
raised me. The church gave me time to help build the house, and it took about 2 ½ - 3 months to build it from footings
to rooftop, to sinks and carpets. I had hoped to be there in Marathon for a long time, so we were building that house
to really dig in and put down roots. Anyway, during that time, being together every day all day together, my father
and I became friends. It just happened naturally. We didn’t try. We didn’t set out to become friends. We just did.
While we worked, we talked about a lot of things we had never before talked about and found that we enjoyed each
other’s opinions, and each other’s reactions to the issues of the day in the secular world and in the church. We joked,
and joshed, and used sarcasm on each other, and laughed our heads off. We also spoke at length of serious things –
theologies, church issues, family. I’m not sure my dad ever had a friendship like that before. And I got the close
relationship with him that I never thought possible, but treasured when it came. It was a blessed time for both of us, I
think! But I also learned how much I was like him. It was not a bad thing. My father did not have a lot of bad traits.
But in the way we processed information, I found we were similar. In the passion we had for God, and the things of
Christ, and the church, and dealing with people, we were so similar.
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In many ways, he was my pattern, my example, and I followed that example. I actually couldn’t help it. That is
almost always the way it is with fathers, mothers, and their children. Parents are our examples during our formative
years, and for good or bad, we end up following that example in our own life. We most often pattern ourselves after
our parents in their conduct as marriage partner or the style of child-rearing that
they demonstrated throughout our years with them. If it is a bad example, we
promise ourselves that we will never be like them in that way. But then, as if
we are drawn into a behavioral vortex - like a whirlpool - we often end up
being just like them in that very way! And suddenly we wake up to the fact that
we are just like them in areas we had promised ourselves we would not be! If it
is a good trait of theirs and something we admire, some of it, at least, rubs off
upon our own practice. Some of it we must work at, as we try to live up to the
standard they have set before us – those parts which we admired.
Peter speaks to the need we have as Christ-followers to consider Jesus to be the
One we want to pattern ourselves after. To do that we really need to hang out
with Him for awhile! To hang out with Him is to become influenced by Him! Perhaps someone who is listening
today thinks that it is strange that I speak of “hanging out” with someone who was crucified 2000 years ago, but He
rose from the dead and is forever alive! He is there, so here is how I hang out with Him:
~By reading His word. It is living and active, a blade that dissects my mind – attitudes, inner conversations,
motives, judgments, priorities, values, emotions, decision-making, choices, relationships.
~praying – talking to Him and listening to His Spirit – “pray without ceasing” – practice the Presence
~worshipping Him – a true hierarchy is established and reenforced and I am reminded of who He is/ what He’s done
~by spending time with people who love Jesus, who are dedicated to obeying Him, and who love to talk about Him,
& love to serve Him. An Adult Christian Education & Support group (a Bible study) is a great place to do this. I love
the fellowship of other believers, especially newer ones, who are neophytes of the Holy Spirit – eager and ready to
learn how to follow Jesus! The comradery is a special and sweet experience!
~By sharing Him with others. I have never felt so joyfully close to Jesus than when I am trying to persuade someone
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of their need of Him and I feel Him right there at my shoulder putting words in my mouth!

Vs. 21 – “To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you and example that you should
follow in His steps”
Suffering for good works – vs. 20 – Christ-followers are called to
(sometimes) suffer for doing good! It started with Jesus.
Good things we will never have to suffer for doing:
– Feeding and clothing people, giving medical assistance, helping
people pay their bills, feeding the homeless, teaching them English,
helping old people cross the street, raking someone else’s leaves, of
clearing heavy snow from someone else’s sidewalk or driveway, bringing over a loaf of fresh-baked bread to a
neighbor that lost a loved one, jumping into the water to rescue someone who is drowning, doing the Heimlich
maneuver on someone choking in a restaurant,.. well, you get the idea! No one will persecute a Christian for these
types of good works. But if you say you are doing it in the Name of Jesus, that could easily put a chill in the air!
The good works that Peter is actually referring to as something we are “called” to suffer for is the essential calling of
Christ-followers everywhere to represent and promote Jesus Christ to our part of the earth to people that do not want
Him – who are offended by Jesus and by the people that follow him! But Peter is indicating here that we were called
to continue representing and promoting Jesus despite the oppression it may bring down upon us. He is saying in
effect, “Don’t back down, and don’t bow out under pressure if you are a true Christ follower! Worry about God’s
opinion of you rather than people’s opinion! When you heard the call to give yourself to Jesus, part of that call was
also to possibly suffer for Him. He suffered to save you, so you should be willing to suffer to bring others into that
that same saving knowledge of Jesus that YOU have experienced”. That is what Peter is trying to get across here
Jesus never said, “for a great life, follow Me. No,” He said, “take up your cross and follow me” Peter obviously is
convinced it is worth it to suffer, or even to lose one’s life for Christ! Everyone lives and everyone dies, and people’s
death usually serves no purpose, but martyrdom could make our death mean something! In a courageous death we
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bring glory to God, bearing witness that His importance supersedes our own.

Even a year ago, I would have thought this could never apply to Christians in the USA! After the chaos
that has been 2020, I’ve have had my eyes opened! Religious liberty is
a bubble – an unusual and even unnatural thing in human civilization –
an anomaly of history that is poised to dissolve, and it seems to me that
it could be soon! The US constitution that protects these rights and
privileges is under a grinding attack by forces on the left who hate the
God of the Bible and despise the people who follow Christ! They roll
us all up into one category with the white supremacist racists, the slave
owners that lived 150 - 450 years ago, the misogynists, the homophobes,
the racist Islamophobes, “uneducated” and ignorant, the fascists, the
haters, and so on and so forth. Of course, especially with fascism, it is the pot calling the kettle black,
because they are the fascists, employing every fascist technique proscribed by Carl Marx himself to tear
down this society to rebuild in in a Marxist/fascist model where there are no freedoms except what the
Marxist ruling class decides to give. It is the historical pattern of Marxism everywhere they have
triumphed among the nations of the earth. They are a humanist religion in themselves, and their adherents
are so fanatical that they will give their lives and well-being for the cause. If you watch the riots watch
many of the rioter’s defiance of the the men with guns – the police and the riot police. They have total
disregard for their own lives, literally getting up in the faces of the men and women who have loaded guns,
taunting/daring the police to shoot them!
If they win, (and it could happen, with much of the press on their side also), Marxists are historically
notorious for being brutally hostile to religion of any kind, but is esp. death against Christianity! Religious
freedom for Christians, specifically, is certainly not one of those freedoms that will survive a takeover! It
could easily happen at this point. Rather than being put down as insurrection, we have seen in many cities
that this seditious uprising is being encouraged by like-minded city governments - so much do they hate
the current president and his administration and seek to cause trouble for him! But I am certain that if
these forces gain the upper hand, churches and then pastors, and then the Christian individuals that are
identifiable as Christ-followers will be forced to either renounce Christ or suffer in all the usual ways! I’m
alerting you that this really is no longer beyond the realm of possibility! So prepare yourselves! 5

By “prepare yourselves”, I’m not saying to load your weapons and dig foxholes in your yard! On the contrary.
I’m saying the opposite! The response that the apostle proscribes here, and
that they are renown for having personally followed, is to gently lay down
our lives if need be to stay true to Christ in the face of such brutality! It is
absolutely contrary to that old American independent spirit, to the John
Wayne gunslinging mentality that is so much a part of us, especially those of
us that grew up in that era. I find myself REALLY struggling with this
teaching of Christ and the apostles! But there seems to be no wiggle room
here – no exception clause to it. Peter infers that an armed response by God’s
people would not bring glory to God! It is better to fight the dark forces of
evil by laying down our lives for doing good than for fighting the dark forces by way of a physical altercation!
The New Testament indicates that we are a gentle people. [Matt. 5:1-12]
WE are the “meek”, the “poor in spirit”, the “merciful”, the “pure in heart”, the “persecuted” (because of
righteousness) that Jesus spoke of in the Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 5)! And if we remain so under pressure,
especially intense pressure, He promises we will one day inherit the earth, and we will see God, and we will
inherit the Kingdom of Heaven”! My question is: Do you believe enough in Jesus to believe Him in THAT?!
We all have to ask ourselves how far our commitment to Christ extends. Is there a limit to how far we’ll go?
What if we disagree with Him - like in this kind of thing? Why should we let such loathsome evil triumph
without lifting a finger in our defense? I cannot answer that question. I can only reiterate what the apostle has
instructed here! As Christ laid down His life for us, so we are to lay down our lives for the lost – even if they
hate us and are trying to take our life because of our faith! Christ is our ultimate example. He did not defend
Himself. He did not lie, did not deny, did not throw out dire threats and warnings, and there was no retaliation
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when his enemies were triumphant in getting Him condemned! - “no deceit was found in His mouth”.

Residual ?s: Questions I know you will ask, and already have asked.
Can we run from a persecutor, or do we have to stay and succumb to
whatever suffering or ending that they have planned for us? Well I think
that is a no-brainer. I would take my loved ones and run without a
moments hesitation. Even the apostles fled persecution.
What we should do if a family member or neighbor or a stranger on the
street is being accosted and potentially harmed or killed? Are we to stand
by and let it happen?! That in itself would set back the cause of Christ!
Are we really harmless as a dandelion on the boulevard, or are there times
when we are called to step in and to the best of our ability stop evil people
from doing an evil thing? I would certainly tend to say “yes”- step in.
But that is a question that, it seems to me, must be answered individually, since specifics are not given here in
the New Testament. In the Old Testament you get to defend yourself and your property. In the New
Testament the evidence leans toward turning the other check and if a man demands your coat, to give him the
shirt off your back also. Yet Jesus told Peter once to take a sword on a journey they were embarking upon.
What other purpose would there be for a sword than defense of lives and property from brigands/ bands of
robbers that waited along the road. So, I am not sure there is a definitive right or wrong answer in every
situation - at least I cannot determine it from what is written. Christians in good conscience will go either way
on this, and I think that is okay.
But being hateful and militant – that is not for Christ-followers. Even in cases where it might be right to
defend ourselves or someone else, such action should elicit sorrow and regret in us. Picture how Christ might
defend Himself if it was the right thing to do. Do you see him, during His earthly ministry, enjoying the
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violence, the satisfaction of smacking someone down, of hurting, injuring, killing? I don’t! Christ or me?

