Gospel of Matthew
9:14-17
Mismatched!
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People always wonder about those that don’t do things the way that they
themselves do them. Isn’t it true - from uncles and grandpas, to mother’s
and father’s and mother’s-in-laws, to neighbors to
teachers, to even strangers, people show you the way
a thing should be done. It was done to me, and I did
it to my boys and continue to do it with my grandkids. “Here, don’t do it that way, do it this way!”
Here in our text this morning we see that it
was accepted religious practice in Jesus’ day that everyone show their
religious devotion to God by depriving themselves of food for a prescribed
time – skipping a single meal, not eating during daylight hours, or waiting
24 hours, or waiting for 2 days. The word to describe this ordeal of denial
was otherwise known as “fasting”. Disciplining yourself to not eat is hard –
it’s uncomfortable and even painful! It certainly is not a fun exercise but
these religious zealots were reminding Jesus’ disciples how it’s done!
People often fast when grieving or when praying. When grieving, you
often just naturally lose your appetite. The hunger pains and weakness that
comes with not eating just feels appropriate in the time of your extreme
emotional pain. When combining praying with fasting, people often do this
to show God that what they are requesting of Him is terribly important or
urgent, and that they are very serious about it! It can also be used to show
yourself and God that you have self-control.
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Christ is using the square peg in a round hole analogy
here, only he is using familiar imagery of His time to do it
with. One is a new patch on an old garment analogy. We
are not as familiar with this one because few patch their
clothes in a throwaway society. In
fact, holes, tears, dirt, stains, are
manufactured right into many brand
new styles of “fashion” jeans today,
right?!
We don’t patch them any more; we
display them! So those who are younger among us may
not even know that if you sew or iron a new unshrunk
patch onto an old garment, the two materials will not
match well after the whole garment has been washed. The
new material is likely to shrink more than the old, which
will create a permanent puckered look around the patch –
not a desirable or flattering look!
.
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Then Jesus includes the more famous analogy of the
wine and wineskins. Back in the
day, grape juice was poured into
a specially prepared skin from a
goat, sheep, or cow. The juice
inside the skin would then rot, or
“ferment” as most wine drinkers
prefer to call it. But it actually IS rot! During this
decaying process, the juice turns into a drinkable
alcohol - a natural chemical process. But that process
gives off gases called “methane”. Wet leather has the
capacity to expand/stretch under the pressure of the
methane gas - actually quite a bit! Obviously the new
leather can expand enough to withstand the intense
pressures of the fermenting gasses.
4

But Jesus was referring to the fact that He was here
on earth and that was a big deal! When he was born
in Bethlehem the angels didn’t cry or lament! No –
we know that they rejoiced, sang, celebrated! The
earth had never seen such a hopeful event as this
since humans had ruined the planet by betraying
their Creator in Eden thousands of years before. But
now God had arrived on the scene in material form!
His plan to save the world was being pushed forward! It was time to
rejoice, learn, plan. It was not time for slowing up to fast. The disciples
prayed, just as Jesus continually prayed to His Father in Heaven. But
other than the immense 40 day fast that began His ministry years, there is
no record that Jesus made a practice of it, or required it of His disciples
while He was with them. His first 3 years of ministry were a celebration
of life, love, truth, healing, and of hope! His last half year seemed like a
bit of a hurried headlong rush to the cross! But then, 3 ½ years was not a
long time to set up a world changing movement, so there was not a
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moment to waste!

So Jesus was indicating here that
He, His followers, His teachings,
and his priorities was not going to
fit within the old religious system.
But there are further implications
to this. Jesus was saying here that
He was here to change things, to
reinvent everything, to interrupt the way things were
always done and turn them upside down! He was a gamechanger! He was revolutionary, burning the old ways,
leaving them behind in smoking ashes, and beginning
something very new and infinitely better!
BUT… parting ways with the past is not something that
comes easily for most people. We seem to love our
routines, our religious rituals, the way things have always
been.
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Jesus was not letting them forget and they really didn’t
like it! He was incompatible with the
status quo, mismatched! His way and
theirs would forever clash! Real and
fake never mix – oil and water! This
great conflict was what ultimately led
Him to the cross! His enemies felt that death was the
only way to stop Him! Little did they know that they
were playing right into His hand!

7

This is what made Jesus so controversial and what made some
important people hate Him! What Jesus taught and modeled could
never fit into the old religious system that religion held - form,
ritual, vestments, pomp and circumstance.
He taught that this was all meaningless to God.
God didn’t care if you tied your sandal on the
Sabbath. God cared if you loved people or not!
God didn’t care if a person faithfully tithed and
offered sacrifices at the temple and and tried to
keep the vast numbers of add-on laws that had been attached to the
Law of Moses over the millenniums. It didn’t impress Him! He
cared if you actually cared about widows and orphans, people
suffering injustice in prison, the hungry, sick, the diseased and
unclean. He cared if a person actually broke through in worship and
got past the familiar ritual, moving into an intense one-on-one with
Him. This has always involved a humbling of oneself and heartfelt
repentance! All of This was not new, actually, but found often in
the Old Testament. It had been virtually forgotten, however, in
favor of ritualism and legalism. You don’t have to think in
religious ritualism, and that is the way most people want it.
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Speaking of that – this morning we are going to enter into our
monthly ritual of communion/the Lord’s Supper. In fact, our entire
service has consisted of the same form for years now. Before that,
for a time, I think we started with the sermon, followed by the
offering, followed by praise and music.
It was just a different order of the same
elements of a worship service. We have
stuck with our present order of service
because I recognize that people are more
comfortable with a known structure/order than an unfamiliar one.
But making people comfortable is not high on our list of
Sunday morning priorities, especially if God’s Spirit is trying to
make people uncomfortable! No. It is your responsibility to use
the form of worship that we provide to connect with God in a
special and meaningful way! We should be let ourselves be
internally uncomfortable at some point during worship! There
should be a breakout moment for every one of us, me included,
where God speaks and we are either laid low and humbled,
regretful, or, encouraged, enlightened, helped along on our spiritual
journey! So, we are leading you to the water’s edge, but that is all
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we can do. You have to take responsibility to drink!

In worship, the words need to be the object for the conveying of
truths that are central to Christian thinking. The music, although
often beautiful, it not intended to be the focus.
It is only a means to an end. Music touches
the emotions but it is only a means to the end
of carrying the truths of our Creator/God into
the deep recesses/hiding places of the heart!
Likewise, in communion, the form is the same - not for your
comfort but so that you can forget about the form and go deeper
with the Spirit of God! At communion, our job is to provide a
meaningful form. It is something we’ve done so often that you
don’t have to worry about what comes next. Your job is simply to
let go, to trust God and stop protecting yourself! You must let go
and give God access to you on the inside so that He might
rummage around in there seeking to expose to the conscious mind
our sin, character flaws, secrets - so that we might become
convicted, confess, apologize, and turn from it and experience the
forgiveness of God!
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The form that we give you in communion is, again,
leading you to water. Its up to you to drink.
If you do not drink, you are wasting your
time even being here. Your job is to open
yourself up to the voice of God! “Where am
I wrong, God? Show me? I want to know!”
Or, “I already know where I’m wrong God.
I know what I’ve been doing. I know exactly what you
want!” This is what communion is about! What does
He want? What is He saying? It’s your job to listen, to
hear, to let God impact you!
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