Gal. 4:1-7 – Sons and Heirs!
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Back when I was a young person, my generation longed
for the freedom of independence! For instance, getting a
driver’s license meant the world to
us because it represented the true
beginning of independence! The
legal right and responsibility of
driving a car was followed by the
ability to get a job and earn our own money, and a person
got to that job by being able to drive there. A driver’s
license meant that we had rights and we had means
(money) and we could begin to make decisions about
bigger things like buying our own car rather than
borrowing our parent’s car. We were building our adult
life, earning money, saving it, spending some of it for
clothes we wanted, or for dating, or eventually for
schooling, or an apartment where we could live while we
continued to work. By that time we had left home,..
Permanently!
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We would never live in our parent’s home again. We
would only visit. But we would visit as adult on equal
standing with our parents,
with full rights and the
independence of adulthood.
Only when we left our parent’s
home and were on our own did
we have the right to be independently making our own
decisions! Our parents no longer could tell us what we
could and couldn’t do! We were free to make good
decisions and bad ones, trial and error. So, eventually we
fell in love and made THAT huge decision, for better or
worse, to be married. It really was such an exciting time!
It was what we had always been looking forward to – the
freedom to begin life with all its choices, and possible
directions, and all the responsibilities of caring for
ourselves and doing what we wanted without interference!
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When Christ came, it meant that the
time had come for us to grow up, to
gain our rights as adults. The Law of
Moses had been baby sitting the people
of God for 1400 years. It told them very
specifically what they could and could
not do if they wanted to please God. But
when Christ came, that time in the nest
was coming to an end!
In every culture people celebrate the passage of children into
adulthood. We too have our confirmations, bar mitzvahs, &
graduations. In other cultures, post pubescent children have
to undergo a trial-by-fire, or a rite of passage - usually some
kind of cruel or dangerous test to prove their transition into
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adulthood. But humanity celebrates such occasions!

Paul writes here that when God
brought His Son into the world, it
was an occasion that was perfectly
timed! It had been God’s plan all
along that the entrance of His Son onto
the world scene would mark a huge transition! Whereas God
had always been interested in reaching out to the entire world
through His people Israel, it was not until Christ came that that
effort really began to heat up! But God was kicking his saving
effort out of its little Middle Eastern nest and taking it into the
world! Exactly why it took so long for the timing to be just right
– that is a question worth asking, but we will not receive an
answer! We can speculate that God plays and fights in the
spiritual realms by a certain set of rules that affect how He goes
about accomplishing things this earthly realm, but we don’t
know what they are, or how they came to exist, or why God
follows them. It is something we have to trust Him on. There is
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a reason, even if we don’t know it right now!

So Paul is explaining that the Law of Moses was, for Israel, like a
time of childhood. But coming of the Promised One, Jesus, indicated
a seismic shift from childhood into adulthood. Israel
was graduating into the next phase. The dominance of
the Law was over. It had had it’s time. Jesus was the
fulfillment of the Law and it was no longer needed.
The Jews had entered into adulthood. They were no
onger ruled by a specific set of rules, moral/ethical prohibitions and
proscriptions. They were free of that! They had come into their own!
This was now a new era, a new season in salvation history with Jesus
at the epicenter of this great transition! He brought with Him the age
of the Spirit! The written Law was being replaced by the person of
God! Paul is saying you can have the person or the page! You can
have a rulebook or a relationship. You can have something powerless,
or you can have the Source of all power! You can be led by the nose
or you can be “led by the Spirit”! You can be led by fear or you can
be led by love!
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Paul was having to explain all this
because people were resisting change.
Change frightened them! They didn’t
believe that God could suddenly begin
to do things differently. But He had
never made a secret of the fact that this
is where He was trying to take them.
[Deut. 30:6]
It is just that when it happened the people found it
hard to understand that this had been the plan all
along! They were afraid, and fear made many people
do terrible things against God!
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We, today, in the Christian church, are not so very different. Out of
a population of close to 325 million, 250 million people
in the United States are celebrating Christmas as
Christians. But how many of them love Jesus with their
whole heart? How many are led by the Spirit of God into
a new and living way? Precious few! No, it is some
wooden religiousity that pulls them to associate with a
denomination or church, and even, as in the case of millions, to
attend church regularly. But there is no power in most of it, no real
life! There is morality training and usually the learning of at least
some information about the Bible – Christmas, Lent, Good Friday,
Easter – every year, pretty much the same routine and that’s about
the extent of what people know regarding Christianity! The rest of
the Bible is a big black hole, subject to unanswered questions,
speculations, uninformed conjecture, and myth-making. God is
distant, or He lives at the church.
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Most people are totally content with that. *I’m sure you remember
the story of Pinocchio. He was a puppet, carved from wood by a
master carver. He was given life by a fairy, but often
behaves badly – he can be rude and he lies, and when
he lies his nose grows. Underneath he is discontent
and frustrated because he is not a real boy. In the end,
after many misadventures, he shapes up and Pinocchio
gets his wish when the fairy makes him a boy with flesh,
bones, and blood.
I remind you of that story because most Christians are
content with a wooden religion that has a semblance of
life to it, but in the end it somehow isn’t the real thing!
The reason Christ came into this world was to rid us of religion and
bring us into all the rights that we have as real children of God! They
lived in a matriarchal society, so when Paul spoke of an heir or of our
rights as a son, Paul was talking of a privileged position with God that
applies to both genders.
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Anyone’s faith can be wooden, a
facsimile, a copy of real faith! That
can and does happen at the church
down the street and it can (and I don’t
doubt it) does happen here too, at
Bethany! For all that we talk about a
Christ-loving, purpose-giving,
life-central relationship with God, some of us have never
entered into the inheritance Jesus came to deliver! Some of us
are about family, jobs, routine, even church routine, making
ends meet, and we don’t really know what it’s like to have an
extended and meaningful conversation with God, certainly not
every day, and mostly if we or someone we love is in trouble.
We are simply not conscious of His Presence during the day,
and often our speech or attitudes, or inner conversations reflect
that He is somehow absent from our lives most of the time!
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The intention of God in bringing Christ into the world
was that this should no longer happen! He wanted a
real connection not the appearance of one! In Christ
we have everything at our fingertips. It’s being
proffered by God, and all we have to do is claim it!
It’s ours. He’s earned it and He has the right to offer
it!
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