Gospel of Matthew
5:33-37
Honestly!
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These words of Jesus are predicated upon the 3rd of 10 Commands,
found in Exodus 20 – “You shalt not misuse the Name of the Lord
your God” - “take in vain” KJV. It is a reference to the common
practice of in that day of oath-making or vow-taking. It was
also associated with the common practice of vowBREAKING – depending upon how a person swore
or what they swore upon, or even what it was about!
Therefore, if you are breaking the 3rd command, you
are lying, and worse, using God’s Name to make your
lie more believable!
You wouldn’t believe how the rabbis of old analyzed
and broke down this subject. I was reading up on it
and just shaking my head. It made my brain ache!
I kept wondering if there wasn’t something better they could do
with their time!
* We had a similar practice when I was a kid. Remember when
you could swear something was true, but if you had your fingers
crossed behind your back it could actually be a lie, and it was ok?!
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Jesus put an end to all that
foolishness. It was simple. “Be
honest! Whatever you say you will do,
do it. Whatever you say you won’t do, don’t do it!
Don’t say things you don’t mean.” If you are trying to
sell something, and you say that you won’t sell if for a
penny less, then mean it. Don’t say it as a bargaining
chip! On the other hand, when you are bargaining to
buy an item, don’t say “I won’t pay a penny more than
this price” when you know full-well that you actually
will if you have to! Jesus says that His followers must
simply say what they mean, mean what they say!
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Deceit is very much a produce of the fall of humanity in Eden – and it has
attached itself to our very soul and we are very adept at hiding the truth, or
misleading with partial truths, or mixing truth with a lie to fool someone, or just
manufacturing something that is not true at all and representing it as the truth.
People around us lie all the time and everyone knows it. Some people lie a lot
more than others. At the same time, no one likes
to be lied to, not even liars, but most everyone will
go ahead and lie when they think there is enough
advantage in it, or they need to save themselves
from the repercussions of penalty or shame.
Politicians lie all the time. We expect it! We know they are lying but we
can’t prove it for certain. But when we can prove they are lying, then they are
disgraced – well, sort of anyway. I remember President Nixon resigning in
total disgrace over his lies about the break-in at Watergate! Once the nation
heard those secret tapes and were shocked at the president’s scheming, lies, and
really salty language, that was it! I remember President Clinton lying about
the nature of his affair with Miss Lewinski. He wasn’t ashamed enough to
resign, but at least his lies and philandering will always taint his legacy.
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The Bible portrays that lies were originated on earth by Satan,
because he was God’s avowed enemy from even before earth. His
effort was to separate humanity from it’s Creator.
This he succeeded in doing. He misled Eve into
doing the ONE THING God had forbidden them.
Of course she was easily taken in, leading one to
believe that she seemed disposed to it. Not PREdisposed because she had no sin nature at the time, but she had an
ego and she had the power of choice. Satan appealed to her ego,
and to her potential God-envy and she fell as easily as a domino!
He had her convinced she was doing the right thing by the time she
did the wrong thing! Adam then came on the scene and stupidly
followed her right into the abyss of rebellion against God – except
for the fact that he wasn’t stupid. While Eve was deceived, Adam
went into it eyes wide open, knowing full well! Neither of them
could even begin to comprehend the disaster they had brought upon
the future of humanity!
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Satan is the one who introduced disaster into
a perfectly balanced creation and he fostered
rebellion against the Creator with lies and
deceit. He represented himself as being on
our side, wanting us to get what we deserved,
as trying to serve justice. He only wanted
what was right for us, when in fact, he only
wanted what was utterly and completely wrong for us
– what would irreparably harm us, twisting our nature
with evil, predisposing us against truth and to a
terribly gullibility - a fatal attraction! We hear what
we want to hear!
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Jesus called Satan the “Father of Lies” and referred to
lying as his “native language”. [Jn. 8:44] It is simply
who he is and what he does. His rebellion consumes him
to the point that his whole obsessive
purpose is to destroy people and
cause them to suffer. His end game
is the same as it was in the beginning
– to corrupt, deceive, and steal people
from their Creator! The Bible offers this as the
explanation for all that is wrong in this world. Most other
religions explain evil in the world by stories that show
that their respective gods are a combination of both good
and evil, like humans are. These gods can be cruel for the
sake of cruelty, and they lie and cheat and murder, and are
vengeful, and play sadistic games of suffering, with
people as expendable pawns.
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But the God of the Bible is not like that at all! He is good
and nothing evil is in Him! It is Satan
that is the very much the evil troll of
creation – representing himself as a
beautiful angel of light when inside
he is an ugly, warty, puckered up ‘ol
troll that is all about creating mischief and destroying
everyone! God, on the other hand, is the opposite! He
hates and opposes all evil! While evil destroys, knocks
down, devastates, God uses it as an opportunity to begin
again, to start fresh and build back up! But, as I was
explaining this past week this past week, there are times
when God becomes angry, incensed, and his anger breaks
out against evil people. He does not wait until the
afterlife to deal with them, but exercises His role as
righteous judge of the universe, and brings down
punishment upon the evil ones while they yet live! It can
be a terrible judgment and people can die, even a lot of
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But judgment is different than tyranny. Tyranny is the constant
abuse of power – using the power of the state for corrupt and
selfish purposes. Judgment against people who do evil, on the other
hand, is exercised by the court
to protect the good people and
the
innocent people of society, not
hurt them! God is a good judge!
He does not bring down judgment for selfish or unjust purposes. Like a good earthly judge, He
does it because it is the right thing! But like death row is dreadful
for a convicted murderer, the judgment of God is a terrible thing!
The Creator/God is also the embodiment of truth. All discoverable
truth belongs to Him! Truth is known to promote health, balance,
order, renewal, worth/value, peace/trust, and hope! A river has
many branches and each branch has its own separate name.
Likewise evil. The branch of evil called “falsehood, or, untruth”
ferments chaos, pain, confusion, disorder, breakage, devaluation,
mistrust/division, torment, and despair!
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Telling the truth most often benefits the
teller of the truth in the long run,
causing all these good things to grow in
the lives of the people who tell it, and
that which is false most often appears to
benefit in the short term, but then catches up with us
and brings harms in the long run, causing one or all of
these undesirable side effects (chaos, pain, confusion,
disorder, breakage, devaluation, mistrust/division,
torment, and despair)! .
[Prov. 12:19] – Truthful lips will be established
forever, but a lying tongue is only for a moment
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A person that asserts things while knowing
them to be false, or even just not knowing
them to be true, is a person who will
ironically be taken in by lies. The practice
of lying does not make a liar wiser about
differentiating between the truthfulness of falsehood of
someone else’s statements, but actually lying promotes
a tendency to be dumber - not more discerning, but
more gullible! Prov. 17:4 – “A wicked man listens to
evil lips. A liar pays attention to a malicious tongue”
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It all starts here with telling the truth – with letting
your “yes” actually mean “yes”
and your “no” actually mean “no”.
Anything else and you are learning
to speak the language of Satan!
The language of Satan can quickly become our
second language – we’re that good at picking it up!
Parents, deal with your children’s lies. If you care
about the people they will become, lying has to be a
big deal in your home. Your kids have to know the
short and long-term consequences that Mom or Dad
will bring to bear will definitely outweigh the possible
benefits of telling a lie!
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Raising Little People Who Will Be God’s People
- Upfront, not duplicitous/two-faced Simple, uncomplicated
- Mean what they say – plain spoken,
honest words – meanings not disguised
with nuance and misdirection
- Wise, discerning in their thoughts, thoughts which
materialize into words of truth that are savory to the
ears of God (and everyone else)
- Careful/discretionary – repulsed by cursing and
vulgarity. Exemplary in the lines of language they
will not cross under any circumstances – a
disciplined tongue!
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