Gospel of Matthew
8:18-22
Counting Costs
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People make a choice, people decide to do something
because they think something about that choice is what
they want. So what do people
want? People want basic
things. They want to look
better, feel better, perform
better. They want to be
significant, or at least do
something important, or even be a part of something
important. People want security. People want ease.
People want freedom. People want justice. People want to
be understood. They want sympathy when hurting. They
want stability – no one wants their favorite things to
change. People want more money to spend. People want
food, shelter, transportation. People want love.
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This man came to Jesus and he came wanting something
that he thought Jesus would get him. It happens all the
time. People come into relationships
with expectations and hope that it will
provide them with something they
would like to have. Jesus read this
man’ s heart and mind and motive. It
appears that this man wanted or expected something more
than Jesus was willing or ready to give. Granted, Jesus
was God. He had demonstrated repeatedly through the
most amazing miracles that He could do anything He
wanted, so, He could have done for His followers
anything that they wanted. But Jesus was not about what
people want but about what they need. People need what
God wants. He knows what we need a lot better than we
do. So the answer to this man is abrupt,.. harsh even.
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We think we need things too. We think we need
a certain kind of love, and Jesus says “No, you
don’t’! Don’t do it!”. That’s sex outside of
marriage and it’s wrong! If it is wrong, then it is
wrong for everyone, and so it is doubly wrong
for you as my follower.” Wrong things are sin.
Sin is wrong because it is destructive. It sides
with evil. Evil is what the opposition of God is all about! When you
choose to sin, you are aligning yourself with Satan, God’s enemy!
Sin, with satanic influence behind it, makes you think it is what you
want and need, but it is a liar just as Satan is a liar! It promises love.
It promises pleasure. It promises satisfaction. It promises fulfillment.
So you do it to get these enticing things,.. and then, surprise, surprise,
it doesn’t deliver! It delivers the opposite. It delivers betrayal, being
used, and with each time it occurs, a lower and lower self image! It
delivers bitterness, suspicion, anger against the opposite sex! How
many times in my life have I witnessed the most beautiful, good
natured little girls become sullen, withdrawn, moody, lots of attitude.
The effects of all forms of sin in the lives of individuals and upon
whole cultures is staggeringly destructive! Hatred, rage,
envy/covetousness, jealousy, division, malice, murder, bigotry/racism
4

It is not a bad thing that
people have a desire for
love, for significance, for meaning, for happiness, for a
purpose, for more. It is the human MO, however, that we
look forthese in all the wrong places. We are just so
inherently stupid! We brutalize ourselves with wrong
choices,.. and then, we go at it again – the same thing, or
from a slightly different angle – with the same ‘ol results!
It is such a common thing to do that it is normalized in the
minds of most people. This is just the way it is! Life is
just a long series of trying to survive while I get mine – in
a world full of people that are competing to survive,.. and
get theirs! There is an awful lot of pushing and shoving!
It is miserable and beggarly, and provides mass emotional
impoverishment. But since people know no differently, it
feels normal. It is NOT normal!
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This first man that came to Jesus was a teacher of religious law,
just the kind of person that you would normally think that Jesus
would welcome into his growing group of followers. He knew
the Bible really well! This man comes and
says with conviction that he will follow
Jesus anywhere. He has no concept that
Jesus is headed for the cross. Like most
people, He sees big things in the future of
Jesus and those associated with Him. He sees opportunities for
advancement for himself, perhaps even more money if he can
begin to teach these strange and intriguing interpretations that
this Jesus was coming up with. They were obviously drawing
large crowds, and popular with the masses!
Whatever! There was something wrong with this man’s motives
in coming to Jesus, and Jesus picked up on it right away. He did
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not encourage the man.

Jesus literally turns him away with these words. He tells the man
that if he joins the disciples, he will not get what he wants! If it is
self-advancement he wants, he will not find it with Jesus. If it is
provision for his needs, he may instead find
himself in poverty, owning nothing, perhaps
even homeless, sleeping under the stars,
crashing on someone else’s couch! He is
promising that there will not be glamor or
excitement and that following Him will be full
of sacrifice. This man will not get what he
thought he wanted. But when a person comes to Jesus, they have to
come with their mind open, their hands open. Jesus describes it
like being “born again”. When we are born the first time, we come
into the world naked, helpless, owning nothing but a need for our
mother. When we come to Jesus in faith and ask to follow Him, we
come because we need Him and only Him, without expectations or
demands other than to be with Him and to attach ourselves to
whatever it is that He is doing. We come stripped down to nothing,
trusting Him to give us what we need rather than what we
necessarily want!
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Another man comes to Jesus, a man who was already a
disciple, and he asked Jesus if he can be excused for an
unspecified time from whatever it was
he had been tasked to do by Jesus, so
that he could attend his father’s funeral,
help the family with arrangements,
grieve with them, etc. I have to say, the
answer of Christ to this man is something
I have always struggled with. It seems so out of character for
Jesus - almost mean-spirited! But I do understand that we
can’t jump to conclusions because we don’t have the
information we would need to actually make that judgment
here. But we do have Jesus answer to the man. It would be
considered extremely heartless and insensitive in this day and
age when we have to be so careful of the feelings of others.
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Jesus says “Follow me, and let the dead bury their
own dead.” It is a harsh statement by any standard, is
it not?! First of all, the request, which seems entirely
reasonable, normal, and the right thing
to do is summarily refused. He is not
given permission! Secondly, Jesus
seems to insult the man’s family. He
refers to them as “dead” and says that
they can take care of the burial on their own! Of
course there would be great fallout in the family from
not going to his own father’s funeral – people would
not understand and would condemn and ostracize him
for years to come. So WHY would Jesus do this to
him?!
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We are not told, so we can only speculate. It is possible this
man’s family was opposed to Jesus and to this man being one
of Jesus’ disciples. If he went home, it could be that they
would use the occasion
to pressure him to leave
Jesus and concentrate on
his new family obligations
now that his father was no longer there to take care of things.
Jesus may have been protecting him from that. This happens
to a lot of people, where they start following Jesus but then
family obligations or business expectations, or other
responsibilities overwhelm them and their focus is diverted to
the tyranny of the urgent! Is it wrong then for the Christfollower to live a normal family life or business life?
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That question gets to the reason why the
writer of Matthew thought this particular
quote of Jesus was worth preserving. It’s
focus. The time of Jesus was very short.
What this man was experiencing with
Jesus was the true focal point of human
history. The man could do nothing for his father, but he
could stay and fulfill his vow to follow Jesus and serve
Him for the short time that He walked this earth. It does
not say what the man did. Perhaps he walked away sadly,
like the rich young ruler. The rich young ruler walked
away sadly when he though Jesus asked too much – like
giving everything he possessed to the poor.

[John 6:60-64]
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This man may have gone to his father’s funeral
anyway. When you sign up to follow Jesus, you have
to decide how deep your commitment runs! Where
does Jesus cross the line in your life? Is there a limit
to what He can tell you to do? A person has to decide.
Do you trust Him all the way? Or not?
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