Gospel of Matthew
6:25-34
Tomorrow
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Vs. 22,23 – “The eye is the lamp…”
Some people make money – a lot of money. They do it
naturally. It seems that everything they
touch turns to gold. Is that wrong – or is
it a sin? No! It is a sin for the Christfollower if that becomes their sole focus
and Christ, and service to Christ, and their
part in the purposes of God, is relegated to 2nd, 3rd, or 10th on
their priorities list. Then it becomes sin! I will point out,
however, that although wealth-making is not a sin, it surely tends
to becomes a snare/trap accompanied by a loss of freedom. It
becomes an obsession and obsessions lose their normal aspect of
pleasure. They become an attention-grabbing and timeconsuming process in an almost joyless and desperate pursuit of
more! The problem is that there simply IS no more! It leads to
great unhappiness, jadedness, frustration, a hunger that cannot be
satiated *Satisfaction” – “…and I try, and I try, and I try, and I
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try – I can’t get no – satisfaction”

Jesus – You can make money but I come first! You have
to chose your priorities! If anything takes precedence
over me, then you have another master – and it always
boils down to YOU! If you would follow me, I am your
master. You live to please me, to
serve me first – and not your own
interests. Choosing money is
choosing your-self. But if you
have surrendered yourself over
into my care, you are my possession, and if you are my
possession then all your possession are also MY
possessions! Use what you own to serve my purposes!
Be purposeful about it. *As Tom spoke this morning, I
was struck by His faith in this area. He trusts God in the
area of finances so that he can give more to the work of
God! He is more than happy to tithe and then to ask God
for more so that He can give more to God’s work!
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Vs. 25 –

Do not worry over things pertaining
to the body – food, drink, clothing.
Is not “life” more important, or even
the body more important than clothes?
Jesus is talking about what we DO
with our time and how we USE our
bodies! Most people are obsessed with acquiring the
pleasures of the bests foods and drinks, of always hunting
for the best clothes! People’s lives are expended in the
search for self-gratification and
pleasure/status/entertainment - all surface activities and
completely self-absorbed! Jesus makes an obvious
inference that the “normal” pursuits of people are a waste
of time/life! He is urging us not to waste our time on
earth. As the Giver/Sustainer of all life He is reminding
us that life is precious and quite limited and should not be
misspent by being consumed with frivolous pursuits!
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Do we believe Him!
How we use our “time” will tell the
truth about what we really believe!
Like last week, we have to clarify
What Jesus is NOT saying? He is not saying that we
should not shop for clothes or go to the
market/supermarket/department store or shops to find
clothes with which to cover ourselves or groceries to
feed ourselves. He is saying that we should not be
obsessed with the pursuit of acquiring bigger and
better things, or always new things – possessions,
pleasures, experiences, and the pursuit of more wealth
with which to obtain it!
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Vs. 26 – Jesus is asking His followers to expend their

lives in His service – to make life count! If a person uses
the bulk of their time and energies serving the causes and
purposed of the Creator, well then, they
have lived a full life, a noteworthy life,
a remarkable life, and important life, a
life of consequence! They will come to
the end of their time, look back, and say to themselves,
“Of all the things I did and all the memories I have, the
things I did while serving Jesus were the best things I ever
did with my life!”
Jesus looks at a bird, arrayed in a robe of feathers, and
compares the way the Creator has provided for them with
the way He provides for those who follow Jesus! I take
care of a little bird. I’ll take care of you if you serve me
first!
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We worry perhaps that if we invest too much time and resources in
serving Jesus we will miss out on a normal life of entertainment,
shopping, eating, technology, experiencing the best that modern life
has to offer us. He assures us that our
God knows what we need and will
take care of us! He tells us not to
worry about the frivolous things of
life. They cannot do for us what He
can! They cannot fulfill us, cannot
satisfy, cannot deliver what they
promise! We are forever tiring of them while at the same time
grasping for more of the same – and somehow hoping against hope
for better results!
*About 15 or 20 years ago I lost my sense of taste/smell –bad,
extended sinus infection. You would think that if you can’t taste
food that a person would lose their interest in food. But I so
wanted it back I actually found myself eating MORE, as if I could
make it come back to me by continually searching for it!
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At the end of our lives we will not
care to remember a single shopping
trip, or restaurant! None of it will
give us pleasure in the end! Only
memories of serving Jesus in someone
else’s life will bring us any kind of satisfaction! But
that is the kind of thing that at the end of our life we
will remember with satisfaction; that will be
remembered for by others with admiration; and it is
the one kind of thing that follows us to heaven with
distinction!
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Vs. 27 – The worthless exercise of worry. Many

people have… a phobia/fear of need. Some people
experience need as a child where their family had
nothing, so as adults they hoard things, often just
junk, as if someone might come and take it from
them. Some people were hungry – didn’t have
enough
food at some point in their life and it was a very
traumatic experience for them, so they might now eat every meal as
if it is their last meal for a week – even if they are a hundred
pounds overweight! Some people grew up with hand-me-down
clothes so as adults all they do is shop for clothes even filling
room-sized closets with new clothes many of which they will never
wear! Some people have had severe health problems so they are
constantly attending even the slightest ache, pain – each new thing
is the end in their mind! Every day for them is oppressively grey,
always overshadowed by a cloud of fear! And Jesus asks the
obvious. “Why? What good does that do in lengthening your life?
Everyone knows your days are numbered by your Creator, and
ruining your days with obsessive attention to the things of the body
will accomplish nothing in pushing that day back even one
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minute!”

Vs. 28-31 – The lilies/grass of the field are arrayed in
king and queenly finery by the Creator
that rivals any fine clothes worn by the
most vain emperors and oligarchs to
ever don finery. But the lilies and the
grass are absolutely insignificant when
compared to the value of a person in whom God has
invested His own Breath of Life – His own soul!
Jesus is assuring His followers that the eyes of God are
following them and He surely sees their needs. But be
careful - this is a general statement, not a blanket
assurance.
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*One precious couple in my last church took this very literally in their own lives. They
decided that Jesus was against His followers purchasing insurance, so they never had
insurance – which was fine - it’s a free country. Then, when he was nominated and
approved by the congregation to be the church treasurer, unbeknownst to anyone, he hadn’t
been in office too long before, whether from neglect or principle – I don’t
know) he let the church insurance policy expire. 2 weeks after the policy
had been allowed to expire, the very same man, a handyman, was on a
ladder working high up in the rafters of the brand new church building
putting up spotlights for our big Christmas choir cantata/concert that was
happening soon. He was up above the concrete floor about 18-20 feet
when suddenly without warning the bottom of the ladder slipped on the
glossy painted floor and zipped out from underneath him and down he
came in free fall. He partially landed on a table below or he may have
been killed, but when the smoke cleared, I believe he had a broken leg
and I know for sure that his feet and one ankle were absolutely crushed from landing on his
feet on that unforgiving concrete! And then within a day or two we all discovered that, lowand-behold, the church had no insurance! It was a horrible situation! He ended up having
$50k-$80k in hospital bills (and that was over 30 years ago) and then over a year of no
income whatsoever. He had been self-employed. We had just erected the new church
building and because of division and dissent from a handful of families in the church we
were hard pressed to pay our mortgage in the first place. Now, we were absolutely obligated
to help them pay a bill that rivaled the mortgage of the church. We were stuck! But to their
credit, many people gave to them generously and their bills were actually paid off in a
couple of years I think it was. However, the church’s budget suffered horribly because of it!
I loved these people – and I knew they meant well. But it was a heavy financial burden and
was a great set back for our plans for what we wanted to do to reach the town for Jesus! It
was so discouraging to me that on top of the sad division in the church we had endured
throughout the building program itself, (and survived, I might add) it weighed on my 11
decision to actually resign my position there after only a year in that beautiful new building.

Vs. 33 – “But seek first His Kingdom and His righteousness, and

all these things will be given to you as well”
This is the crux of Jesus message here. He is saying “If you would
follow me, prioritize me! Of all your earthly possessions and human
activities you must value me most, or you cannot
be my disciple!” Jesus points out so many ways
in which wannabe disciples disqualify themselves
Luke 14:26,33 - Taking up our cross
(a prerequisit to following). We can try to follow
without our cross, but we will get left in the dust! The cross lightens
our load rather than adds to it! We cannot/will not follow Jesus
burdened down with all our STUFF! The cross brings perspective.
Putting Jesus first divests us of the weight of everything else. He
comes alongside and strengthens us and lightens our load - satisfies!
Lk 14:26 – Putting Jesus WAY first over family! Yup, He said that!
But remember that if we do this He gives us family like we would
have never otherwise experienced!
14:33 – Putting Jesus first over everything we have! But remember
if Jesus is the greatest of our treasures we will lack for nothing!

*The Rich young ruler – sadly turned and walked away
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