2 Peter 1:1-4

Hope in the Fight

Participants!
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When I was a kid I played in the Wausau Little League system, things were different. ALL of my coaches smoked big
ol’ cigars, and when they had smoked them to a stub, they just kept them clenched in their teeth. Even when they were
yelling instruction to the team on the field, they were often doing itbetween a clenched jaw that
was locked down on that slimy ol’ stub! The competition between the teams was real and quite
intense. We got to yell insults at the other team to try to rattle their concentration – “We want a
pitcher, not a belly-itcher” – “Hey batter, batter – you’re a dirty ratter” – “Hey batter – your
momma wears combat boots”. I mean, these and many more were standard insults, but we could
be creative and mean too! It taught us to shut that stuff out and focus! Nowadays there can be no
tobacco products in the dugout (which is a good thing, I think, but may contribute to less freedom).
And you can only shout encouragement to your own team. Nothing derogatory toward the other
team is allowed! Back in the day, we were out to win the top spot in the league! We played our
hearts out to win! Even second place wasn’t bad, but a top placement meant bragging rights, and
little cheap trophies with first, second, or third place engraved on them, and the team, and year
they were won. I heard that in many of the big cities around America they don’t do that anymore.
Everyone gets “participation awards” so that every child feels good about themselves and no one is disappointed – that
is, no one except the teams that would have been first, second, or third. They feel bad because they may likely receive no
recognition of their efforts and accomplishments – their extra hard work and competitive play! They get participation
awards also along with everyone else. It means nothing to anyone – not to those who lost every game and not to those
that won every game! I had a lot of success in my youth baseball career. I kept my trophies on into my 30s when I
finally realized how dumb it was to hang on to them, and finally tossed a box of them into the dumpster – actually when
we were packing to move here to Clintonville! But as a youngster, they really meant something to me! I had earned
them! I had achieved things that few kids get to achieve! And being a pitcher with a good fastball, I had distinguished
myself in the process by contributing to half of my teams wins! I was proud of that,.. until I got old and the trophies got
old too!
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Generally speaking, a participation award is meaningless. But there is a recognition in our text this morning of an
unprecedented advantage that we are given through faith and trust in Christ to participate
in the Divine nature - in the very nature of God Himself! Anyone who participates is in
an exclusive club! The people in this club share a key distinctive. It is a club of losers and
nobodies that have, by faith, connected themselves to the One that is Somebody – the
Supreme Winner – Jesus! Even when this man looked like He was losing in epic fashion,
He was actually winning in epic fashion! Up on the cross, where His extreme sufferings
were looked on with condemnation and scorn by some, and pity by others, he was winning
millions of people to Himself! He was taking upon Himself the guilt of human sin and
clearing the way for fallen and cursed and sin-saturated human beings to have a close and
loving relationship with a pure and Holy God, a God so pure and Holy that He cannot
have a relationship with sinful human beings! Yet, by His self-sacrificial act upon the cross, Jesus accomplished the
impossible, and made a secure and loving relationship with God POSSIBLE! *On every team that I coached in Little
League and Babe Ruth League, I had some really excellent players. These individuals were the reason we always
were competitive and were ranked in first or second place. When we needed a key hit to score a needed run, they
would usually be the one I could rely on to get that clutch hit! If we needed a key play in the outfield or infield, they
would deliver a key defensive play! At the end of the season, they were the reason we were recognized as the best
team in the league. But on every one of those first or second place teams, there were always a couple of younger
players who just were not very good yet. Despite working with them for hours throughout the season on hitting and
fielding baseballs, they just never took to the game. In some, the extra work paid off and they became solid players,
but some could always be counted on to strike out or drop a fly ball that came their way! But there at the end, when
the trophies or ribbons were handed out, they were there partaking in the glory - glory that really belonged to others.
They were just as ecstatic as everyone else on the team and I loved watching them celebrate! We were champions,
and so they were champions too! They had ridden into the championship on the coattails of others, yet their proud 3
parents were busy snapping photographs of their little champions just like the parents of the really good players!

Jesus was like a one-man team! He did everything! Yet, He surrounded Himself with nobodies - people that were,
to all appearances, a dime a dozen. They were everyman! They had never distinguished
themselves at anything! Yet, when they answered the call of Jesus to “Come and follow
me”, they became somebody! They were caught up in the whirlwind excitement of
being on a winning team! But the team was centered on their star – Jesus! The disciples
contributed little to the team except flubs, errors, and miscues. But Jesus was always
there, in spite of their ineptitude, to carry the team to victory!
When the apostle Peter is writing these phenomenal words in our text to early Christians,
and further - to Christians in every era of the past 20 centuries until today, he knew who
he was writing to. He was writing to nobodies just like himself – people who were full
of fallen human nature, and incapable of winning on their own. But he was also
connecting them to the single star of the team – Jesus – the one who always came
through in the clutch! He was letting Christians, everywhere throughout all time, in on
this phenomenal mystery - that they had this unique opportunity to attach themselves to
the one man that had mastered the nature of Almighty God! Christians have the advantage of God’s Holy Spirit to
indwell and to fill them, and to make them into something far more than they ever could be in themselves! If we
will let go our own life and step into the Life of God - if we will step out of our harness (or yoke) of self-serving
sin that has us pulling the exhausting baggage of guilt, shame, regret, false pride, defensiveness,.. and step instead
into the harness, (or yoke), of God, then we will be pulling with a very powerful God! He takes the inwardly
focused life and turns it into an outwardly focused life! The outwardly focused life is a life of service to Jesus. It
is an immensely satisfying life! All of a sudden our lives go from nothingness to somethingness! It is not an
imposition – and not an inconvenience! It becomes our reason for living and breathing – for getting up in the
morning! *When it is harvest time in my garden, it certainly adds to my work, but there is such beauty and joy in
the harvest that is one of my favorite times of the year! I always find the time to fit it in because it enhances my
life and I thrive on it!
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Vs. 4 - “His very great and precious promises”
Jesus promised “My yoke is easy and my burden is light”. The burden of serving Christ
therefore is promised to lighten the entire load, not add to it – and I think it happens by
making life rewarding – like harvest time! *My garden harvesting time at the end of
the growing season is a lot of work, but it is work that gladdens the heart! Therefore
the work is satisfying, not drudgery! Satisfying work doesn’t seem like work, and in the
end it is rewarding! You remember it fondly, whereas work that is drudgery is easily
forgotten. Life is full of work that has to be done, but which we do not want to do. It is
boring, laborious, and we would rather be doing something else. Now, I am not going to
misrepresent the work of God to you! Honestly, service to God, stepping into the yoke
of God, will not make for less work but more! But it is the kind of work that we will
remember – the kind of work we will look back on at the end of our earthly lives and
say “I’m SO glad I did that! Whereas, if we refused that service to Christ, we will look
back one day with regret and say, “Why didn’t I cut something out of my schedule that
didn’t matter as much, so that I could say “yes” to serving the purposes of Jesus! Why
didn’t I let Jesus make my life matter? Why did I choose lesser things, rather than
greater?!” God has made a “great and precious promise” to give us what we need to resist the Devil, defeat sin,
and serve His purposes with skill, courage, and energy that we don’t have in ourselves! Now, folks, that is
exciting to me! God has promised, and I know He keeps His promises, so when I find success, or even finding a
degree of success in defeating sin in my life and/or achieving something of significance in serving the purposes of
Jesus to win the world to Himself,.. well, I see the tangible hand of God in that! It puts flesh upon the bones of
faith, confirming that my faith is not fantasy, but real and substantive! It assures me that I am not dreaming this
up, believing in empty myths, or engaging in wishful thinking, but experiencing faith’s reality! NO - Jesus HAS
actually changed my life, and I still own His promise that He will continue working on me and with me! And any
doubt that I have just fades away – because my faith has been given sight/evidences! And I don’t just look inward
but outward. I see Him clearly working in the lives of many of my brothers and sisters in Christ. The evidence of
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Him being there changing them from the inside out is unmistakable! And my faith grows even more!

Vs 4 - “…participate in the Divine nature and escape the corruption in the world cause by evil desires”
But it must be more than mere words. Hypocrisy, putting on a show – a false front
is one of the ugliest thing a Christian can do. He or she makes God look bad! But
He has nothing to do with hypocrisy and inconsistency and duplicity. That is on
us! He promises success! We undercut Him by our double-mindedness.
[James 1:22-25] - We want to be a Christian, but we also want to be in control of
our own lives. My friends, we can’t have it both ways. Jesus said that ”No man
can serve two masters”. He went on to say that we will always favor one master
over the other. For the Christian who dabbles in Christianity, and the conflict is
between what God wants and our own impulses, lust, instincts, and reactions,.. I
promise you that such an undecided believer will chose to serve himself or herself
when it is time to decide. No – one must decide and one must pursue the will, the
pleasure, and the glory of God! THAT is a Christ-follower and not a self-follower. God can use such a
person with remarkable effectiveness in His ongoing efforts to win the world to Himself, using people who
have nothing remarkable in themselves but who serve a standout Savior and Lord! We should be getting
participation awards, but instead we share in the prize that the Lord Jesus has won all by Himself. We bask
in His accolades, His honors, and His glory, and are more than happy to do so! I didn’t die on the cross!
He did! I didn’t live a sinless life. He did! I cannot live the significant life He has designed for me where
Satan, sin and selfishness are on the run, but the Spirit can power it and sustain it in and through me! No, I
don’t want any credit. I’m just glad to be on His team. He is a champion and He shares His status with
me! [Ph’p. 3:16]
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