Gospel of Matthew
6:5-8
A Thing Best Done In Secret
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We do many things in secret. We think things in secret, say things
in secret, do things in secret. Secrecy
is a part of being human, because if
everyone knew our secret things, they
may not like or accept us, so we keep
them secret. This means that,
overwhelmingly, our secret things are
not good things. This is universally
true about humanity. We have dark
things we think, say, and do, and we
accept these things about ourselves, yet withhold this information
from everyone because we instinctively know it is unflattering.
Interestingly enough, if we find out an unflattering secret from
someone else’s life, we can be very judgmental about it – “How
could you?”. We know how we react to the secrets of others, so we
don’t want our own secrets revealed. We justifiably fear that their
reaction would be the same as the way we would react, with shock,
disappointment, outrage even! Knowing the secret of others can be
disturbing. But others knowing our secrets – well – that is
probably terrifying! Yet, despite this, most of us are more than
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willing to judge

It is hypocrisy of the highest (or lowest) order. But
then hypocrisy rules human society!
The excessive and hypocritical
posturing of members of our
politicians is nauseating these days!
The hypocrisy of the media who have
become insufferable of late is beyond belief! They
condemn and accuse, label and name-call while doing
the same kinds of things! *Me too movement*
But its become a game – a game of catch and release!
They do this until they are caught at doing it redhanded and exposed to public ridicule for awhile.
They apologize with their most sincere insincerity and
move on. A short while later they are at it again!
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This is actually human society in a nutshell. People
hiding their bad stuff hoping no one
finds out. I mean, their families
often know, but they generally keep it
secret too. Most of what people hide
is not against the law but it is
reprehensible, shameful. It is spreading a false story
about someone, or being mean to someone you feel is
weaker or of less status than you. It’s the time you didn’t
tell someone the defects of the car you just sold them –
which is, of course, both a type of theft and certainly,
deceit. It is your jealousies, and your resentments, and
your malice that you hold close to your vest. It is your
self-loathing, your feelings of worthlessness, your
insecurities, fears, even phobias. Some of it even your
closest friend doesn’t know about you. If they knew they
might not be your friend anymore!
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But, when it comes to the
good things, the human thing
to do is to broadcast it to the
world, or whoever will listen.
This is no more on display
than in celebrity world. In
these endless award shows
for actors, where at least some of them get the attention
and adoration they so greatly crave - the most admired
superlatives that they are introduced with, besides their
previous awards and accolades, is “humanitarian” or
“philanthropist”. They get their picture taken with skinny
children in a third world country, or with sad-eyed dogs in
a bleak-looking dog pound as they plead for money for
this righteous cause. Some are trying to save the
rainforest and many are giving hundreds of thousand of
their considerable fortunes to save the planet from the
excesses of humanity, (but not from their own)!
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I’m sure most of you
know that there
are churches - even
whole
denominations that
literally go
against the explicit
instructions of
Jesus and publish the annual donations of the entire member
roster of their church! In this way, they pressure their
membership to give more. Some with less money give more
to not be embarrassed. Those with more money give more to
impress the other members! They are actually listed in the
annual report as to who gives the most down to who gives the
least! It is an amazingly successful scam, (if I might be
allowed to call it what it really is)! This is corrupt and Jesus
would forbid it if He were here in bodily form, because He
already did in written form! He said that our giving was for
the eyes of God alone!
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God is interested in the heart of the giver, not the
amount! When Jesus observed the
widow who gladly gave her last two
mites into the temple coffers, He was
impressed and highly commended her
to his disciples! [Mark 12:41-44]
Back then, a penny could buy a lot
more than it can today, but it still was a pitifully small
amount. Yet, as little as it was, it was all she had and
so was more in the eyes of God than all the large sums
that the wealthy givers had given. Her giving, though
small, was sacrificial! It was sacrificial because she
loved God and believed in His purposes to the extent
that she understood them.
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It should be noted that her pittance was
going into the temple treasury and directly
benefitting the high priest and his underlings
who hated Jesus with a passion, and would
soon orchestrate His murder! Caiaphas and
his Sanhedrin composed of upper crust
religious leaders were ungodly and corrupt.
Their ungodliness is not speculation because
Jesus Himself assessed that it was so.
But as far as the giving of tithes and offerings, it didn’t
matter. The widow was not giving her last bit of money to
the priests but was giving it to God. If the priests misused
that money, that was on them. But to her credit, as Jesus
pointed out, she did right and was generous toward God –
a thing that is always appropriate! So Jesus immortalized
her with His words of highest praise!
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No one knew these two coins were her
last and only means to provide for
herself. But Jesus knew because God
and knows all of our most secret things!

sees

[1 Sam. 16:7]
Here, Samuel sees a couple of the older
sons of Jesse, and sees the perfect
candidates for the next king in one of
them. But Samuel was mistaken. God saw royalty in
the youngest and least likely candidate, named David.
He looked at David’s heart, his thought process, his
inner conversation, his attitudes, his motives, his
secret things, and chose him as the next King!
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Jesus drives home a great truism for His followers.
Whatever we do, we do primarily for the eyes of God, not
the eyes of people! This has a great deal to
do with whether we are Christfollowing or posing for people. We
see more posing than ever these days.
There’s this thing you do with smart
phones called “selfies” where you pose
while taking your own picture. Many girls and women
seem particularly obsessed with the taking pictures of
themselves while posing, and then posting it on Facebook.
Then everybody gives them little hearts for “love”, and
thumbs up for “like”. I think it is self-obsessed, and just
weird – not selfies in-and-of themselves – but these
perpetual glamor selfies – that’s a very strange thing, and
tells me someone has a self-worth problem.
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One of the best glamor shots I’ve taken of myself
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What I’m saying is that we as a society/culture care
way too much about what people think of us! It leads
to the elevating of public persona and self-promotion
to others, becoming far more important to us than the
development of our inner self and our
concern over what God thinks of us.
When we become Christ-followers,
that requires a radical change, and
that change necessarily begins with a radical change
on the inside! You can’t make it happen, but you can
let it happen. The Spirit of God compels your heart
and you do not resist. The Spirit energizes your heart
and you plug in to Him! The Spirit of God gives you
what you need and you seek and receive it!
12

The Spirit’s most important gift to us is love.

[1 Cor. 13:13] - Love is key! It is the catalyst
around

which everything else about
“God’slife” revolves! Our motivation
for everything becomes love – God
1st, people next. We come to desire
what God desires, and love. He
wants His love to be channeled!
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