Gospel of Matthew
6:19-24
Treasure!
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Review
3 SPECIFIC THINGS BEST DONE IN SECRET

1 – Tithes, offerings, benevolences
2 – Prayer
3 – Fasting
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What we want people to see
What God sees
All of this has to do with the
potential value of generosity,
praying, and fasting, but, of course, if we are doing these things
for appearances sake – to impress other people - the whole value
of these activities are compromised. If our motives are skewed
toward selfish gain, toward human respect and admiration,..
God, who see our motives, cannot respect that at all! It is a net
loss in His book!
The purpose of these types of activities is to prove to ourselves
and to God that we are His, that we are self-controlled, and
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ultimately He is in control of us!

Fasting – Fasting is about self-discipline - which is about
freedom, not imprisonment! God
wants us to have control over
ourselves. It is one of the keys to
living a full and satisfying life. It
is the key to godliness. It is one of
the named fruits of the Spirit in Galatians 5, and God aids
us in self-discipline so that we might find success in
following Jesus. Jesus compared the life of His leadership
to the carrying of a cross – kind of a grim proposition if
you think about it. It is an image of someone that is
willing to suffer short-term loss for long-term gain
because they believe so strongly in the rightness and
significance of something. Following Jesus was never
intended to be a cakewalk. But it is worth it! Not only is
it immensely satisfying to the individual, the dividends it
pays are incalculable in the scope of eternity.
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Vs. 19-24 So, today, our text has Jesus addressing the

issue of our values and priorities. For your life to be in
any sense meaningful or significant, “Don’t store up
treasures on earth (where things don’t last)… but store
up treasures in heaven (where things last forever!)”
First - what DOESN’T this
mean! He is not making a
new rule that Christians
should not save money or
accumulate material things. Jesus is not against wealth,
but He is FOR maximizing it for the Kingdom of God!
[Luke 16:1-15] While He walked this earth He didn’t
own anything but used the resources (homes, boats,
transportation, financial contributions, etc…) of people of
means, and as He sent out His disciples to spread the good
news He expected them to do the same. Paul – Simon the
Tanner, Lydia, Priscilla and Aquila, etc… Everywhere he
traveled he stayed in people’s homes – people of means.
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Financial and material resources (and
the people that possess them) have
ALWAYS been an important part of
building the Kingdom of God. There
are always financial needs in promoting and operating
efforts to reach people with the gospel. Many
Kingdom initiatives cannot even begin without
adequate resources, and many fail because there has
not been adequate financial planning. Financing for
these worthy enterprises does not appear out of thin
air. It is money given by Christ-followers as they are
first committed to tithe, and also gifted and
moved/compelled by the Holy Spirit to give over-andabove, whether out of poverty or abundance.
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What Jesus is getting at here
is the area of values. He’s
trying to get people to look at
what is most important in this
life - and what is most important
in this life is how to accumulate
possessions in the next life!
Most people today would answer this question with a
stock answer - the American dream, “life, liberty, and
the pursuit of happiness” – the Creator-given
“inalienable rights” of every individual (immortalized
in the Declaration of Independence). But (surprise,
surprise) Jesus is challenging conventional wisdom.
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Jesus doesn’t go into detail listing just how to go about
this heavenly accumulation. He assumes that we will
figure it out from what He has
just listed – a generous spirit
toward God and humanity that
can be demonstrated in hundreds of ways. [*Tom]
A genuine desire for mercy
toward those in need. A desire for
companionship/connection/fellowship with God through
prayer; and the exertion of our God-given ability for selfrestraint. Previous to chapter 6, in chapter 5, He has listed
the ability to consistently love all people (even our
enemies), the ability to show them love and forgiveness.
There is also honesty, faithfulness, humility, exhibiting a
hungering for truth, for righteousness, for peace, for
humility, and to possess a genuine, pure, and good heart.
But there is also worshipping God thru generosity
toward His purposes!
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All these excellent qualities and
characteristics come from the
ministrations of the Spirit of God
who gives us all the resources we
need to carry out the work of God.
These are called the “Fruit of the
Spirit”. They are gifted to us not so
that we become better, more together people. They are
given so that we are more capable of carrying out the
aspirations and plans that God has for us. We have tasks
we have been given to do in His service, but find that we
cannot do it on our own. We just don’t have the character,
the love, the goodness, the generosity, etc, that we need
for the job. We need His help,.. we recognize this fact,..
we ask for it,.. and He gives it! It is what He promised to
do. After all, it is His plan to the save the world that
hangs in the balance! He will not abandon us to try to
accomplish the impossible relying on our own devices!
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Vs. 21,22 – Where is your heart?
*My wife, Karen, has been complaining lately that I am not
listening to her – and for good reason. She is trying to wrap
her head around the fact that when I am concentrating on
something else I do not hear her. I can even respond
without knowing or remembering that I have done so. It is
hard to explain because she is a woman, and women multitask so well. She is incredulous that I cannot do what she
has always been able to do with ease. It feels to her I am just not paying
attention – that she doesn’t matter to me. But on my part, I love her so, and
she definitely matters – but I don’t remember hearing her say anything! It’s
embarrassing! She might wonder – Where’s His head at? Well, the answer
is that my head is focused on something else, and when that is going on I
generally don’t have a clue what she has just told me! It’s awful! I hate it!
I have to turn my attention away from what I’m thinking or doing to
concentrate on what she wants to tell me, because I’m finding that I can’t do
both! So I’m trying to do that. Jesus says it’s one or the other. We cannot
focus on both. money/things, or, God and the things of God. It is simply not
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possible to do both. So we have to chose!

Vs. 22,23 – “The eye is the lamp…”
Some people make money – a lot of money. They do it naturally.
It seems that everything they touch turns to gold. Is that
wrong – or is it a sin? No! It is a sin for
the Christ-follower if that becomes their
sole focus and Christ, and service to Christ,
and their part in the purposes of God, is relegated to 2nd, 3rd, or 10th
on their priorities list. Then it becomes sin! I will point out,
however, that although wealth-making is not a sin, it surely tends to
becomes a snare/trap accompanied by a loss of freedom. It
becomes an obsession and obsessions lose their normal aspect of
pleasure. They become an attention-grabbing and time-consuming
process in an almost joyless and desperate pursuit of more! The
problem is that there simply IS no more! It leads to great
unhappiness, jadedness, frustration, a hunger that cannot be satiated
*Satisfaction” – “…and I try, and I try, and I try, and I try – I can’t
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get no – satisfaction”

Jesus – You can make money but I come first! You have to
chose! If anything takes precedence over me, then you have
another master – and it always boils down to YOU! If you
would follow me, I am your master.
You live to please me, to serve me
first – and not your own interests.
Choosing money is choosing yourself. But if you have surrendered
yourself over into my care, you are my possession, and if you
are my possession then all your possession are also MY
possessions! Use what you own to serve my purposes! Be
purposeful about it. *As Tom spoke this morning, I was
struck by His faith in this area. He trusts God in the area of
finances so that he can give more to the work of God! He is
more than happy to tithe and then to ask God for more so that
He can give more to God’s work!
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