Gospel of Matthew
4:12-22
A Great Light In Galilee
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Vs. 12 – John had been imprisoned by Herod for daring to
call him out publically. Herod had taken his brother’s
wife. Herod, primarily concerned about public opinion
couldn’t have John whipping up the public against him.
He did not intend to kill John, just to silence
him by confining him. To kill John would
have been to invite unrest with the populace.
It was Herod’s wife, formerly his brother’s
wife, who had other plans. She was enraged
by John’s impudence and she wanted him dead! She was
a powerful woman of influence with the King and was just
biding her time, waiting for her chance.
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Jesus saw that it was unsafe to be anywhere near
Jerusalem and Herod at that time. His
mission was all about timing. It was
not nearly time yet. So Jesus left and
went back up north to the region of
Galilee where he was from, until this
imperial crackdown subsided and tensions eased.
Matthew points to even to this event, and says that the
prophet prophesied about this in Isaiah 9:2, pointing
out that it was pre-planned that Jesus would spend a
lot of time ministering up in the northern Judean
territory, most of His time, in fact. This was intended
by the author to pile up the mounting biblical evidence
that verified Jesus as the Messiah!
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Vs. 17 – Jesus took up the exact message of John the
Baptist – “Repent, the kingdom is near” –
really near!
Why did He not preach “The Kingdom of
God is HERE”?! Timing! It was too early
in the game to declare that that He was the
One. He knew that when He declared Himself, the
path to the cross would take off at breakneck speed!
There was much to do to prepare His disciples to lead
His church, before the cross was to take place!
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Vs. 18 – Jesus is now in Galilee, walking along the
shore. He comes upon two fisherman, Peter and
Andrew, brothers, probably very young men. They
didn’t have rods and reels, of
course, but circular nets with
little weights on the edges to
draw the edges down to the
bottom before the center,
trapping any fish caught in
the interior. They must have
been casting from shore for
fish feeding in the shallows
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Vs. 19 – We don’t know these men at this point. We
know that they are fishermen and they are brothers.
But we don’t know them as people yet. (Actually we
never really find out anything else about Andrew, but
Peter becomes one of the more “fleshed
out” characters of the New Testament).
But somehow, Jesus knows them.
Without working up to this in any way,
the writer just kind of springs this invitation on the
reader. From it we are to discern that Jesus has begun
a new phase of gathering a few select men to invest
Himself in and reveal his mission to. They don’t know
what it means yet, but they are being called to share
that mission. “Follow me, and I will make you
fishers of men”.
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Most people, when they actually hear the
call of Jesus to “Follow Me” are compelled
by the cross and by the desire to be rid of
the guilt of their sins to sign up. Few
comprehend what it will mean to sign on the dotted
line as a disciple of Jesus. Few initially grasp that
Jesus, while calling people to salvation through faith,
is simultaneously calling them to be “fishers of men”.
This calling to be “gospelors” for Jesus is symbiotic, part and parcel - with salvation! It is a lifetime calling
with three parts.
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An invitation to:
1 – “Come” – believe/trust
2 – “Follow” – Jesus becomes
the leader / obey in the struggle
against our cursed human nature
3 – People-fish – become a lover of people and a
promoter of the gospel
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We have a problem in the evangelical church. A large
percentage of people who “profess” faith in Christ wash out.
Tragically, they begin to walk with Christ but then, at some
point, stop, and do not continue on with Christ! There are two
kinds who stop. Those that just stop and sort of disappear – go
back to who they were, and those who stop but
hang around. They are usually pretty useless to the
gospel – in fact – can be a problem to the reputation
of Jesus because they give assent to their “Christianity” but are
not following Jesus. They could be leading a double life – one
self at church and another self at home, at work, in the
community. Divided/compartmentalized selves make for
Kingdom damaging hypocrisy/inconsistency. Christianity
becomes a laughingstock.
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The men drop everything “at
once”, no hesitation, and
begin walking with Jesus
down the beach.
Don’t you think that’s kind of weird? I know I do. To
leave your job, and go with a person you’ve never met
before, no-questions-asked – that’s not something a
person does everyday! I would suggest that these guys
were not the type to have done this kind of thing
either. They weren’t suggestible dupes. What we learn
about Peter as the story continues reveals he is no
one’s fool! He definitely has a mind of his own.
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We don’t know if they had ever heard of Jesus before, or if
Jesus spoke to them and explained Himself before giving them
this invite/command. Any additional conversation they may
have had is certainly not recorded in the text. So now there
are three walking on the beach. They encounter
3 fishermen, James, John, and their father
Zebedee in their boat. He calls James and John
to follow. They are in a boat getting ready to do
some net fishing. These brother also respond by
dropping everything, getting out of the boat, and
leaving their father and fishing equipment behind. We are not
told if their father was calling them back, protesting their
departure, or was mute as they walked away. But the decision
was as abrupt as it was final! Now there are 5!
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[Luke 14:26] – A hard saying of Jesus,

but not so hard as it first appears. The
use of “overstatement”, a not uncommon
and effective tool of ancient rhetoric.
[Matthew 16:24] – A personal cross
to bear. A giving up of personal agenda
in favor of His agenda for me!
[Luke 9:23] – A daily self-denial –
death to our fallen self: to improper
impulses
lusts of all kinds (flesh, eyes, pride),
selfish ambition, competitiveness, combativeness,
meanness, malice, cynicism, judgmentalism,
bitterness/un-forgiveness/resentment/hatred/rage,
apathy, etc.
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The call of Jesus goes out to you too! Your decision does
not have to be as abrupt as it was for these fisherman.
They had Jesus right in front of them.
You don’t. Impulsive decisions are
generally not good ones. It should be
weighed carefully. Just don’t wait too
long. Indecision can be a decision in
itself. You will never have ALL your questions answered
to your complete satisfaction. NOTHING in this world,
even by the scientific method, or by logic, can be proven
100 per cent! You weigh the preponderance of evidence
and you decide. You will ultimately do what you want /
decide based upon how you are inclined. But don’t
delude yourself into saying you can’t believe. You
certainly can. There is enough evidence out there,
intellectual or practical, for an educated decision. But
know that once it is made is is final!
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