Gospel of Matthew 7:2429
Authority!
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It is funny how people today like to quote authority.
Their first go-to authority is the “experts” – the
scientists, the educators, the medical experts, the
psychiatry experts, the law experts,
the political experts, the polling
experts, historical experts,.. Experts
of this and experts of that. Everyone
is always quoting the experts. Of
course, the polling experts predicted that Hillary
would easily win the 016 election! Climate experts
predicted 15 years ago that by now half of New York
could be underwater because of global warming and
the melting of the polar caps! Evolutionary biology
experts are constantly revising their timelines.
2

On the 24 hour news stations, the
various experts are constantly
disagreeing with each other.
So who is right? How come
the experts disagree? They are
supposed to know, right – they’re supposed to be the
experts?! So it boils down to the viewer. The viewer
believes the expert of their own choice, and somehow it
always ends up being the “expert” that verifies rationale,
evidence, statistics, theories, and conclusions that are
closest to the viewer’s own ideology. That’s the way
people seem to like it these days. Facts? We get to choose
which set of facts, (always the ones closest to our
presuppositions) we will believe. Religion? We get to
choose our religious “truth”, mixing and matching
theologies until it feels right for us – until it’s a good fit!
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Absolute truth has no place in a personalized
belief system such as the one I’ve just
described - which our culture has generally
adopted. To subscribe to the concept that absolute
truth exists and that it can be known is looked
down upon. It is thought of as
backward/uneducated, narrow-minded, and judgmental!
We recognize what Jesus mean in His analogy of the wise builder and the
foolish one. The wise man build upon the bedrock of good ideas and the
foolish builder built on the sand of bad ones. Apparently even the wise
builder wasn’t so wise because he build in a flood plain, same as the
foolish builder. It is normally not unwise to build on sand. Sand drains
away water from underneath a structure, so most buildings today have a
sand or pebble base and then pour a concrete slab over top. *I noticed the
new garage we are having built has a sand base. You probably noticed.
BUT, if we lived in flood plain, that would be no good. If the foundation
was besieged by rushing flood waters, (which it eventually will be), for
any length of time, it would definitely undercut the concrete slab by
washing away the sand underneath and thus endanger the stability of the
whole structure! But since we don’t live in a flood plain we don’t have
to worry about that! Building upon sand it for us outside of a flood plain
is as smart for us as building upon bedrock is smart for a floodplain! 4

The foolish builder did not take care. The foundation is the most
important part of the structure. If it
fails the whole thing can topple like
a house of cards. He ignored the
warnings of others, he ignored the
code of the builders of his day
which he surely knew, and he
erected a structure upon sand – in a
flood plane! It was quicker, easier than taking his time, finding
bedrock foundation (they didn’t have concrete, of course), and
doing it right, taking precautions because of rightly anticipating a
potential flood! The other builder followed the known rules and
built it right. Eventually the rains came, and they just kept coming
- followed inevitably by flooding and the destruction that goes with
that! One house stood and one house fell. It doesn’t take a genius
to figure outcome of each building style!
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Of course, this is the use of analogy. Jesus is talking about
His teachings. He is assuring His followers that they can
build their lives upon the ideology
that He has given them and it will
stand the test of time and tempest!
Wise are the people who listen and
adhere to His teachings. Foolish
are the people who listen to anyone or anything else. There
is Jesus, and there is everyone else! The inference here is
that there is one truth not many and that Jesus possesses it,
and no one else does. How is that possible? He had
supreme A-U-T-H-O-R-I-T-Y! He was/is God! God knows
all of what no man knows. He founded creation itself upon
His own wisdom – it’s obvious! [Prov. 8:22-31, 36]
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We have 70 years to accumulate wisdom. Even with
the help of an internet that holds a vast
accumulation of human knowledge, our
knowledge is desperately lacking! It is
miniscule in the scope of all that remains
yet to be known! The accumulation of
human knowledge on the net confuses
as much as it solves. It holds as much
speculation, unproven hypothesis, conjecture, error,
and just plain falsehood/deception, as it does factual
truth! But God with his unending intellect has an
ETERNITY (think of it now, an ETERNITY) of tried
and true knowledge behind his intellect – not
speculative knowledge, not theory, but the definitive
truth as it really is! Big diff, don’t you think?
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Of the facts, people, places, historical events, and other similar categories of
knowledge found in the Bible, such things are true and reliable, but do not rate
as “absolute truth”.
Absolute truth is in regards to truths about God
Himself, His nature, His character, His attributes.
There is no way to know this information unless
they come from outside creation – unless it comes
from the Creator Himself. These details about God come from God and are
absolute – they will not shift or change beneath you. [James 1:17]
But then there is also His will in regard to human behavior – what He wants
and what He should be able to expect of His image-bearers – what behaviors
He approves or what behaviors oppose His will for the creatures He created.
This is what we refer to as human morality and/or immorality. Morality – right
and wrong behaviors are derived from the absolutes of the Bible and from God
Himself. If you really believe in the God of the Bible, you have to believe the
Bible – or you can’t really believe in the God of the Bible! If you say you
believe in God but don’t believe the Bible, then you don’t trust Him to deliver
and accurate portrayal of God and His will for humanity!
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When you forsake this pillar of the faith, the whole house
begins to crumble! One by one the accepted norms of
morality begin to fall. What is unacceptable
human behavior to God becomes acceptable.
What is acceptable to God suddenly becomes
unacceptable to us! In fact, if once a person
accepts that the Bible is too complicated to
understand, or too outdated, or too inflexible,
then absolutes no longer exist, the Bible is
no longer a reliable source of truth, and God
is whoever and whatever we want Him to be. His will
becomes defined by us! What this boils down to is actually a
thinly disguised denial of God. It is just original sin designed
to look new and cool and inviting! If we don’t have timeless
absolutes, we are on our own making it up as we go. Better
buckle up! It’s going to be a rough ride!
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It is an exercise in chaos! Case in
point, we are seeing exactly this in
our society as we get further and
further from the absolutes of theBible.
In our quest to self-govern, to play our
Creator’s role, we have destroyed
paradise! Our culture is now filled with fear, conflict,
recrimination, and judgmentalism as more and more people
reject absolutes in favor of society’s moral whims. Whatever the
polls record the largest percentage of the population as believing
- that becomes the definition of what is presently right or wrong,
moral or immoral, true or false, good or bad. But it could change
next year – and not for the better! It only gets more confusing
and weird (and dangerous) as the insanity wrests control from
sanity! This is the flood! It can invade a society or it can invade
the life of an individual! It invades a society when the majority
of individuals buy into the notion that truth is relative and moral
truth is not of value.
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The man, woman, or child that subscribes
to such a philosophy, pieces together their
own “truth” has sown the wind and are
reaping the whirlwind! I believe that is
why our young people, especially, are so
angry these days. Nothing is working for
them. They have the world as their oyster, and yet a huge
percentage of them are frustrated and afraid and angry! It
is a social phenomenon, but entirely predictable. Jesus
said that when you reject Him, and thus, reject your
Creator, you have built your life upon a spiritual and
moral foundation that will never stand the test. It will let
you down again and again, undermining and wrecking
your life, and you won’t even understand why your
piecemeal life becomes so ugly, because public opinion
says you are doing everything right. But Jesus says you
are going down in a heap as surely as He is God – and He
is not having to life a finger. We are doing it to ourselves!
11

God has thrown us a lifeline. He sent
His Son. He hand delivered the truth
to humanity! What He brought to us
is necessary to believe! His truth is
the only version of all the “truths” out there that will
save and preserve your life! It will never do you
harm! It will never seek to exploit but will only fulfill
and, best of all, bring you close to your Creator! It is
bedrock in a world of shifting sand. It is peace, safety,
while the world erodes around us. So we invite the
world up onto the rock! We implore – we make our
appeal – come to Jesus! Build you life upon Him!
We can testify to the fact that He is solid, unshakeable,
good, and filled with hope!
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