Gospel of Matthew
5:10-12
Cursed Yet Blessed
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The church has been persecuted through the ages. Up until
the rule of the Roman emperor, Constantine, in the 4th
century, most of the persecution of the church came from
pagans. After Constantine made Christianity the
official religion of Rome, As much, or even
potentially more of the persecution has come
from within Christianity itself, from whichever
brand of Christianity was regionally dominant
at the time. There were 28 wars fought in Europe alone
between competing branches of Christianity during the
height of the Reformation, between 1500 and 1700! As if
that wasn’t enough, there were a few more wars fought
between competing sects within the same branch during
that same time! But I have to say, that these bloody
conflicts were brought on by ungodly men using God as
an excuse to justify a grab for more power, territory, and
wealth.
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Does persecution because of Jesus make the
persecuted righteous in God’s eyes?
“…and surrender my body to the flames but do not
love (people), I gain nothing” - 1 Cor. 13:3
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Vs 12 says that the persecuted Christians will inherit a
“great reward” in the next life!
What kind of reward will they receive?
We don’t really know. We can speculate that
it may be more responsibility in the positions
of authority we will be given in eternity, as we “rule
and reign” with Jesus. What would be the incentive
to want to have more responsibility in eternity?
Higher pay grade? Inflated status? A house on the
beach,.. on another planet,.. in another galaxy?! None
of that which works for us on earth will work for us in
heaven! I really believe the only incentive will be
working for the One we love with every fiber of our
being.
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Are there really differing levels of reward in heaven?
Indications are that, yes, there are!
As far as our jobs in heaven, it will
be an appropriate position given who
we were. Heaven will not make a
person essentially different than what we have made ourselves
into on earth. Our motives, attitudes, values and priorities,
judgments, emotions, lusts, will be cleaned up in the next life but our obedience to God in this life, the courage or cowardice,
the energy or apathy with which we have served Him in this life
will somehow be carried over into the next life. We will
essentially remain ourselves, or we would necessarily be
someone else (who is not ourselves). It is speculative because
we cannot know much about our existence in heaven, including
just how much we will remain who we are, but I believe that in
heaven we will retain the truest characteristics of our personality.
*That could be kind of a scary thought!*
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If and when we are persecuted for our faith in Jesus
and attacked during the commission of
the mission given by Him, our attitude
should be to embrace it! We are
standing in good company, in the
shadow of the great people of God!
Many prophets, from Moses whose leadership was
challenged multiple times, to Joseph who was thrown
into slavery and then prison for 10 years, to Daniel
who was literally thrown to the lions, to John the
Baptist who was beheaded, to the apostles who were
probably all imprisoned, tortured, banished, or killed!
Jesus Himself was humiliated, beaten, bloodied,
whipped, and crucified!
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Vs. 11 - “…say all manner of evil against you”
-You are a self-righteous, prudish, nutcase, crazy!
-You are an ignorant racist, a bigot, pejudiced, sexist,
zenophobic, homophobic, islamophobic, masagenistic,
backwoods ignoramus!
-You are a religious facist that wants
to force your values onto me!
-You are an enemy of science!
-You are a hater!
-You are and extremist, and your message is extremely
offensive! You are labeling me a sinner in need of
salvation from a single Savior! You think your
religion is the only one that works! All others are
going to hell! That’s offensive!
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Don’t worry about the hate-filled rhetoric! Consider
the source, but examine your own heart to see if any of
it is true of you! Don’t dwell in the stress,
trauma, and injustice of it all!
If someone rejects you, they have rejected
Him! You are in good company. If someone is
offended by you, generally they are offended by the
biblical Christ! Just try not to be genuinely offensive
as you represent Jesus. Find the right balance between
truth telling and crossing the line into being truly
offensive. Learn when to back off, call it a day, let go
and move on!
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Vs. 13 – “You are the salt of the earth”
You represent the Creator by who you are.
Who you are is a combination of what you
do and say, the values that you hold dear,
the motives that drive you, the nature and
content of your inner conversations, private
and secret conversations with yourself which drive your
attitudes and motives. Who you are also includes the
truths you hold dear that are important enough to you to
not remain silent about.
IN a world filled with ideas, values, injustices, and
manifestations of selfishness, most of which are a great
and bitter disappointment to God, people after God’s own
heart make human existence tolerable to the Creator/God!
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When we begin to hedge and shift our positions to
make them more palatable to the world’s system, we
lose our “saltiness”, we lose our
identity, our power – we lose our
way! We don’t even really gain the
acceptance we seek even after making our
compromises! We only become collaborators, traitors
to our Savior. We end up denying Christ by redefining
Him! We become failures that God will not/cannot
use.
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We cannot hide who we are, who we serve,
and what our message is. We are that
shining city on a hill! We need to be
confident in that fact! Who we represent
and how we represent Him, and how we
portray the message is paramount! We cannot be
hiding information and evidence that is the single most
important message the world has ever known! “You
have a Creator, He has made contact! It’s Jesus and
He loves you more than anyone ever has!”

[Romans 1:16]
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Live purposefully. Point people to Jesus. Any
success that you have needs to point to Him, not
you! You need to really believe this! This is not
me – but it’s Jesus. If I give a cup of cold water, I do it
in His Name and for His sake! Give credit where credit is
due! Any good development in your life is something
He made possible! Any success is His success! He is the force
behind it all! *A team, even one loaded with star athletes,
cannot have success without a good coach. But God has a
winning team of average Joes. We are no big deal and most of
us are losers and misfits. We were ruined individuals until Jesus
lifted us with His love and His power, placed us on His team and
brought us together into a much better place - to the top of the
world! And because of Him, our great leader, we became t/city
on a hill, a beacon of hope in a place without hope. We became
salt, and light in a place of bitter blandness and darkness!
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