Gospel of Matthew
8:11-13
Many From the East and West!
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Last week I told you that this passage
has Jesus unveiling the plans of God to
take the gospel out of the borders of
Israel and into the world. He uses the
image of people coming in to be seated
at the banquet hall of heaven along with the
icons of the faith, the Patriarchs – Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob. They were the stock/genetic pool from which
the nation of Israel was begun – the “chosen people”. But
chosenness has never been about salvation. It has to do with
being selected by God for a task, function, purpose – whether
willingly or unwillingly, wittingly or unwittingly. But the
member of this race chosen by God to be the gene pool, the
culture, the environment to bring His “Chosen One”/His Son
into the world, did not have seats automatically reserved for
them at salvation’s table! [Deut. 4:29]
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Salvation has never been gained through parentage.
Neither can people be saved today through the
current day’s equivalent - denominational
affiliation! There is no such a thing as group
salvation! Everyone must decide for themselves
whether they will humble themselves before God
and repent. Everyone must decide if they will personally ask God for
His provision of salvation. Nothing could be clearer in scripture! A
request for salvation must be accompanied by a faith agreement to
serve God’s purposes. No one is saved by God and then cut loose to
do their own thing! No, we have offered ourselves to be a functioning
part of His plan. He becomes our 24/7 employer. He OWNS us!
“you are not your own. You have been purchased at great cost to
God” (1 Cor. 6:19,20) - KHV. When you ask God for His salvation
and commit yourself to Him, you are numbered among the chosen –
those included “in Christ” (Eph. 1:13). You have volunteered and
have been placed into a new chosen nation, a spiritual nation –
elected, chosen, planned by God to serve Him in what He seeks to do!
What He seeks to do is conquer the world with the gospel!

Deuteronomy 29:19,20
“
32:18 -21
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In the mainline churches this is often sneered at as “Decision
Theology”. They hate Decision Theology because relegating
salvation to a thing that happens exclusively
between an individual and God takes away
the traditional power of the church to
dispense salvation through administering the
“sacraments”! Humans – perhaps especially
people of the church, man or woman - like
to think they are in control. Truly a degree
of it needs to be maintained through order. But ultimately,
control belongs to God – especially in this area! Salvation
belongs to God and the individual, and church leadership must
be okay with that! We cannot control what belongs to God! If
we attempt it, we end up perverting salvation and usurping
God’s place in salvation! The belief in salvation – in how
heaven is gained - can become skewed enough where people
end up believing in a soul-condemning myth!
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It’s been humanly altered enough so that it is not true salvation at
all – just a threadbare shadow of it! People die and go to hell by
being misled – by being content to believe that the church has
m given them salvation! No – every individual must
contend with God one-on-one and decide whether
they want to turn the control of their life over to Him,
or whether they want control of their own life! The
church cannot decide that for us, and there is no
salvation unless God is in possession of His rightful
place in our life. He expects us to grow to love Him
with all our heart, soul, and mind! He can rightfully expect to be
#1 in our life – at the very top of our list of values and priorities.
We will see that as we go along in Matthew’s gospel – even very
soon here in chapter 8. But that is between us and our Maker. No
one else is given the power and authority to make that happen by
any other means than that provided for by God Himself – the
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means of which is Christ alone!

“Many from the east and from the west…”

[Gen. 12:1-3]
So this had been the plan all along! Writing to Jews
and Gentiles, Paul calls this plan “the mystery that is
now revealed” because the Jews had never really picked
up on the fact.

[Col. 1:25,26; Eph. 1:9,10; Eph. 3:2-6]

So Christ had revealed to His disciples that His gospel
was intended first for the Jews, and through the Jews, for ALL the nations. This
should have been as plain as day to the Jews long before Christ. But since it
wasn’t, it was like a mystery that recently had surfaced. But actually it was no
mystery at all! Even a cursory reading of the Old Testament would have
revealed the clear intentions of God in regard to reaching out to humanity. The
reason the Jews never caught on to the plan is because they really couldn’t
believe that “God so loved the world”. They thought the world was unclean
and ignorant of God and His Law. and therefore excluded from the love and
concern of God. They were wrong, and had been for millenniums! I count 43plus verses and passages in the O.T. that have to do with God’s heart toward the
nations and His intentions of reaching out to them. That’s not a very well kept
secret if God repeatedly comes out and says it, right? It’s just that the Jews
didn’t have the mentality to see or hear it at the time.
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REMOVING THE MYSTERY THROUGH JUDGMENT

*Exodus 9:14-16
Exodus 19:4-6

*Josh. 2:8-11
Joshua 4:24 – 5:1
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REMOVING THE MYSTERY THROUGH LAW

Numbers 9:14
“
15:15

*Deut.

10:14-19
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REMOVING MYSTERY THRU THE POETS & PROPHETS

*Ps. 67
“ 126:1-3

*Isaiah 26:18
“

45:5-8

*Jonah 4:11
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REMOVING the MYSTERY THROUGH JESUS
Lk 2:29-32
“ 4:24
“ 13:28-30 – “from the East and West…”
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MYSTERY REMOVED THROUGH THE APOSTLES

*Acts 10:44
*“ 13:46
*“ 14:27
Romans 4 – Spiritual seed of Abraham
Romans 9 – Don’t argue with God

*Romans 15:9-12 – Gentiles, gentiles, gentiles
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The mystery of God’s plan is exposed.
That begs the question - are you part of the
plan? If and when you gave your heart to
Jesus did you know that you were signing up
to love the world along with Him?! You see, when you give
your heart to Jesus He changes your heart. He recreates it! He
aligns your heart’s greatest desires with His own. Because He
loves people, you love people! You love them enough to
target them with the Gospel of God. You love God enough to
find the motivation to put yourself out there where you are not
comfortable, but where you are an effective influence for the
gospel – and you say to the world, “I have solved a great
mystery! I have found my Creator! I have also found that He
loves me and that He loves you too. I want you to know Him
the way that I know Him. Can we talk about Jesus? I need to!
Can I tell you how I came to know to know these things, and
what it means to me?”
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