The Gospel of Matthew
4:1-11
Trial By Fire, Cont…

1

Vs. 4 – Physical cravings – the pitch - “IF YOU ARE
THE SON OF GOD, do something God-like! It was a
taunt! Satan knew the identity of Jesus better than
anyone! [Deuteronomy 8:3]

In

not taking the dare, Jesus is
showing humanity that there is
another not-as-immediately-apparent human need that
is even more important for sustaining life! We need
authority/leadership! Jesus Himself had that, and He
was satisfied w/His Father!

2

“Man does not live on bread alone,
but on every word that comes from
the mouth of God”
Notice the respect that Jesus shows for the authority of
the scriptures. The passage He quoted asserts that
scripture comes from the mouth of God (through the
prophets). Jesus is the “Word of God” [John 1:1] and
could have used original thoughts with equal authority,
but He defers to using strictly the scriptures to refute
the Devil, showing all His followers that the scriptures
truly are a great divine gift to the people of God in our
battles against the clever schemes of Satan. We should
revere the pages of scripture as Jesus did, and grant
them the authority in our lives that Jesus gave them!
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To do anything less is akin to elevating our own
thoughts, instincts, judgments, morality and ethics and
making them of higher value than His! To ignore
scripture is the original sin in Eden repackaged,
modernized! The result of original
sin is that human history is a redthemed collage of back-to-back-toback tragedies depicting the sorry
aftermath of original sin! It is stained throughout its
long timeline with the blood and tears of its victims!
The people of this age continue being added to this
grotesque collage!
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This should lead to the logical conclusion that we
cannot play fast and loose with our own contrary
interpretations of God’s written word, or we invite
personal disaster! We are not smarter than our
ancestors or above perpetuating the cycle of their
disasters. The Bible says what it says. Figure
it out and deal with it! But please don’t think
you can get away with disagreeing with God
without repercussions! It’s a simple matter of
cause and effect. *For instance, God says its
poison, I say it’s candy. I eat it, contrary to His
warnings and prohibitions. Then I suffer and suffer
until misery becomes my normal! Simple cause
and effect!
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Vs. 6 – “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself
down!”
“If you’re really God, act like it! Be proud of your
power! Flaunt your power for me! Show me what you
can do! Act like you are
the
STAR you really are!”
Notice that Satan uses scripture
too. Satan knows the scriptures!
What He is trying to prove is
that this would be fine for Jesus to do. It would
“prove” He was God, (even thought Jesus obviously
knew Satan knew who He was) and as God, could He
could put on a simple show for Satan!
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The misuse of scripture is Satan’s most successful
technique. Cult members must be schooled in their
cult’s particular alternative interpretations and they
learn to be experts in defending it cleverly. Satan
continually siphons off even devout people who don’t
know enough to fend off his deceit! He can make
black sound like white, and wrong seem like right,
using scripture!
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It is important to note that Jesus answered the misuse
of scripture with a correct use of scripture. This is the
only way to combat a temptation
to twist scripture! We must be better
at digging out the true meaning of
scripture than those who would seek
to pervert it. *Eric’s Sunday School
class. Teaches us to not assume anything – uses the tried-and-true
methods of interpretation to get the author’s one
intended meaning. Sondra’s Thursday morning class
teaching the inductive method of interpretation.
Know the word and how to study/interpret it, and then
you have a much higher chance of avoiding being
deceived by The Deceiver using the word against you!
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Vs. 8 - “…showed Him all the kingdoms...”
Vs. 9 – “All this I will give you if…”
Satan is “the Prince of the Power of the
Air” – [Eph. 2:2-3a]. Do you really
think Satan would have kept his word?
Do you think Jesus could have EVER
bowed down and worshipped Satan?!
This is not so different from what the average person
attempts. “God, I will give you my life, if you let me
retain my right as King to command my life – if you, in
effect, bow to me!” How much sense does THAT
make!
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Vs. 10 - “Away…! For it is written - Worship the Lord

your God, and serve Him only!”
“Enough! Leave! Don’t let the door hit you on the way
out!”
Satan is tempting the Son of God with the sin
of pride – pride without reason – similar to
human pride. He is saying that he would give
Jesus all of this power over humanity and that
He would be king - except for the fact that behind the
scenes, Satan would have been the king of Him! Jesus
would have been like Herod, a “puppet king”, ruler of an
occupied land, subject to a greater king – Caesar! It
would have been a shortcut to the Kingdom, that would
have circumvented the cross! The cross was obviously
going to be a most difficult way to rule over human hearts.
This should have been temping. But Satan obviously did
not know the character of the One he was talking to.
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It would have been a bargain similar to
one that Satan (tapping into our fallen
nature) strikes with every human being!
“You can rule over your own life if you
will only listen to ME! I will even make
it appear to be your own thoughts and
desires, but I will be behind the scenes
pulling the strings, manipulating your
motives, your attitudes, your moves! The great thing
is, you won’t even know I’m there... I promise!”
“GET AWAY! I ALREADY HAVE A LEADER FAR GREATER
THAN YOU OR ME, AND I WILL WORSHIP HIM ONLY!”
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