Gospel of Matthew
5:1-12
Prologue to
The Greatest Sermon Ever Preached

The Sermon on the Mount
~A New Testament perspective on the
Old Testament’s 10 Commands.
- 5:17-21 – “You shall not murder”
- 5:27-31 – “You shall not commit adultery” – be true
- 5:33- 37 – “Do not bear false witness” – speak true

-

5:38-48 - 6:1-18 – “Your shall love
the Lord your God with all your
heart…” [Deut. 6:5] - The Law of
Authenticity – what real mercy,
authentic relationship, and an audience of One looks
like!
- 6:19-34 - “Remember the Sabbath…” – priorities /
the important things – material life vs. spiritual

- 7:1-29 – Concluding remarks – “…and your
neighbor as yourself” - We are not to steal, lie, or
covet against other human beings
Value people more than their
things!

5:1-12 - The opening remarks. An attention-focusing
series of startling, counter-intuitive statements made
by the Son of God that we
call “The Beatitudes”
What does “beatitude’ mean?
Supreme happiness –
exalted blessedness
Possibly a bit optimistic?

These are NOT the keys to happiness for
just anyone. Enacting these principles
by sheer will power could bring misery,
frustration, and disaster! Taken together,
they are a real “mouthful” for anyone to
attempt, much less someone without the
Holy
Spirit. They are essential, however, for
anyone who desires to be a Christfollower! These are the attitudes that
Christ has called us to embrace and enact
as we become purposeful “gospelors” of the good news!
Again – these are not suggestions, but mandatory! They
are very much a part of “taking up our cross” to follow
Jesus, and, as He stated numerous times, without taking
up our cross we “cannot be” His disciples!

Vs. 1, 2 - This message is not addressed to everyone, but

to a select group - His disciples! If we are His disciples,
these values and this approach to human interaction is
indispensible to living life to the fullest. As Christ’s
followers, we don’t get to live
our own life. When we put our
faith and trust in Jesus, we were
bought and paid for by the blood
of Jesus. We embrace the fact
that we don’t belong to ourselves any longer! We
belong to HIM! He owns us! Now we get to live His
live through ours! His life, lived through ours, is
infinitely better than it would have been if we had live it
for ourselves – for our own pleasures and ego-stroking!
His life has many facets. One of those facets looks like
the beatitudes. It is an approach to life – a way of
being!

Vs. 3 – “Blessed are the poor in Spirit, for theirs is
the Kingdom of Heaven”
Jesus calls His followers
to humility. A prideful
spirit is what devalues
a person. Thinking we
are somebody in our own eyes makes us a nobody in
God’s eyes. It makes us feel superior and entitled!
We cannot possess those qualities and belong to
Jesus! They are incompatible with His Spirit!

[Mk. 10:43,44]

It would be a mistake to think that Jesus is teaching that
we should have a poor self image, feel less than the next
person, unworthy of friendship, love, or respect.
C.S. Lewis said, “Humility is not thinking less of ourself.
It is thinking of ourself less.”
People with low self-image are just
as likely to be obsessed with
thinking of themselves as are the
proud. It can often lead to ungodly
and destructive attitudes and behavior toward oneself and
others. Social dysfunction of all kinds - suspicion,
hostility, I’ll-judge-you-before-you-judge-me approach,
easily offended, uncomfortable around people, etc…, etc...
Also, self-destructive behaviors - drugs and alcohol, illicit
sex, eating disorders, depression, and many other
manifestations.

Vs. 4 – “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will

be comforted”
Because all living things have a genetic
lifespan and then die, death closely
accompanies life. We all suffer great
loss through the separation that death causes. God
hates death. He is the life-breather, not the deathdealer. One day, at the end of the first earth, He will
destroy this enemy of life, appropriately, by killing
it! [Rev. 20:13,14]
But in the meantime, while death continues to plague
the lives of the living with fear, grief, and loss, He
comforts us and gives us hope.

[1 Cor. 15, 54,55]

5:5 - “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the
earth”
The meek are those that are pushed and who do not
feel the need push back – not because they are
cowards, but simply because they don’t
need to prove anything. They speak
quietly, not loudly. They are always
successful at avoiding harsh words and
overreactions! They don’t lay on the horn! They
are not easily offended, not just on the in their
outside reaction, but on the inside also!

This life is not all there is!
Living here in America brings
a false sense. *the happiest people
The Beatitudes remind that there is another life that is
pure life, that life is more important than this present
one! But how we approach this life determines
whether we are Christ-followers and whether or not
we get to have a next one!

