★ - Please remember that part of worshipping is the giving of tithes and
offerings. Preserve your church and it’s mission! Be purposeful about giving!
~We need people to sign up for mowing/trimming the church property!

Gospel of Matthew
25:14-30
Servants!
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We all serve somebody – of course we do! We serve Uncle Sam – taxes, the military draft. We
serve our places of employment with the best hours of the days (therefore our best
energies) and with more than half of our waking hours. We serve our children.
They need our provision for their many needs, physical and emotional. Spouses
serve spouses – usually with a division of labor between household chores and
yardwork. We serve ourselves – the mind serves the body. The Christ-followers
of this world consider service to Jesus as the most important part of life! Our
service to Him ties everything else in our lives together and somehow provides the
balance, health, satisfaction, and overall purpose that we so need.
My wife, Karen, just retired from her job as a dental hygienist this week. The bulk of her time will
no longer be taken up with the needs of her patients. She will no longer be keeping her normal
schedule of going to work and spending the bulk of her days there serving her patients, her fellow
workers, and her boss and owner of the dental office. She has enjoyed her work/service for these
many years, but the work schedule has becoming increasingly tiring for her as she ages, and now,
it is one of the most dangerous occupations there is – working in people’s mouths! So, it was
time.
She has been employed, doing the same work for about 28 years. When we retire we look back
and realize we have given the best portion of our life to serve our employers. Of course is has
been a mutually beneficial arrangement – a tradeoff. We give up those hours, days, weeks, years
of our life and we bring home paychecks with which to buy food, clothing, shelter, transportation,
communication, and entertainment.
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Service is a huge part/portion of our lives. You’d have to be a hermit and live in isolation to not be serving
anyone but yourself. Some people think that being responsible only for
yourself and not having to serve anyone else is the ideal way to live. They
could not be more tragically wrong. Have you ever seen a selfish person, who
has isolated themselves from people and from society be happy and fulfilled?
Neither have I! No – they are the kind with “Trespassers will be shot” signs
around the perimeters of their property! Or “Beware of trained attack dog”!
I
mean only a miserable, miserly, angry person can live that way! It is not the
best way to live, but certainly the worst way!
Our Creator created us to serve. That is the way life works best on this planet
because that was the Creator’s design, woven into the fabric of the way
human life is to be best lived. If the Creator had given an instruction manual
with each human unit that is born into this world, He would have said in the
maintenance section of it, that service to each other is required for a life to function as it was created it to
function and for us to be satisfied with life as a product! Outward focus must be included in the mix or we
are driven to the tendency to be irritable and That is the only way that we can grow as people, and the only
way that our soul can be enriched! Our souls are enriched by generosity and love for others. The happiest,
most positive, most cheerful people on earth are those that are generous to a fault, who are accepting of
others, who are helpful and friendly, and good to others – even to their enemies – even to those who are
anti-social, narcissistic, creepy people! Well, to be fair, it is rare that those people allow anyone to be nice
to them, but opportunities do arise! It is never a bad thing to be kind to the unkind! It is a bad thing to
return unkindness and resentment for unkindness and hostility! They may be that way, but we cannot be.
They are driven by fear and guilt, by suspicion of others. We, on the other hand, are not. We also haven’t
walked in their shoes. We do not know their background, or the abuses they have either suffered or caused
in their past. Humans really can be like abused dogs that can be made to be hostile and trained by cruelty to
lash out at everyone. But on our part, our relationship with Christ and God’s Spirit frees us from that. He
insists that we give up our fears and resentments and lay it at the foot of the cross! If we don’t, we will not
serve Him, and we will miss the reason for which we were given the breath of life!
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This Parable of the Three Servants is an important one. I have alluded to it numerous times over the years. It is
also referred to as the Parable of the Talents in case you are more familiar with that title. First let me preface
my observations with the fact that this section of Matthew has Jesus dealing with various people’s response to
the message of the Gospel. Last week we took a look into the parable of the Ten
Bridesmaids and saw that half of them were tragically unprepared for the arrival of the
Bridegroom. Because they were not at the gate when the groom arrived, they were shut
out of the wedding celebration! A major part of the gospel message calls for us to be
prepared to meet our Savior when He comes – whether it is when He comes and takes
us away with His church, or whether it is when our body dies and our spirit is taken to
meet Him in heaven. We don’t know when that will be. He tells us to live in such a way
that we are always prepared. Not half prepared, not partially in the Kingdom and
partially outside of it, but living each day with Jesus at the front and center of our lives!
In this parable we see another scenario. This time the master of the house is going on a
trip and he will be gone for awhile. He calls three servants to him and hands them money – a great deal of
money! A talent of silver was a lot of money. It is said to have equaled about 20 years of wages for a day
laborer back then. I could not find a straight answer about how much that would equal today. The figures
differed dramatically. Suffice it to say it was a ton of money. He wants them to increase his money. He hands it
out based upon their “ability”. So one servant gets 5 talents, one gets 2, and the third one gets 1. He seems to
be very fair to his servants. He does not overburden any of them. It is up to each of them to make his money
grow! The standard in this story is for the money to be doubled. It turns out that it is a test. The master wants
to see what kind of responsibility he can give these three servants in the future.
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So, the first guy, obviously a gifted individual with the most “ability” of the three, gets the most money to
work with. The second guy gets much less, 2/5ths of that amount, but still a ton of
money! The last guy gets one fifth of what the first guy gets, and only half of what
the second guy gets. He has been identified as having the least ability of the three.
But he is still entrusted with a lot of money, and he is expected enrich his master
even more!
The other two servants invested the master’s money and it was doubled by the time
he got home. His response to them was exactly the same. The one with 5 talents
who returned 10 did not get a better commendation from the master than the one
who began with 2 and returned 4. They both were commended for a job well done. Both had their
responsibilities in the masters estate increased, elevating them to positions truly worthy of respect! And
both were invited to share their “master’s happiness”! They were brought into His inner circle, as it were!
They had passed the test and the master now trusted them!
Having said that, I have to say that I think the emphasis of these first two parables in chapter 25 is on those
who failed. Therefore these first two stories of chapter 25 serve as a warnings to us to not react to the
gospel of Jesus the way five of the bridesmaids did, or the way this last servant did. They did not do the job
they were expected to do! They were negligent/foolish/lazy, and were held accountable for it! In this
parable of the servants, the servant with the least ability was also held dearly accountable for his lack of
ambition. He simply did nothing! Well, technically I guess you could say he buried the money, and
when the master came home, he dug it back up. That took some effort, I guess. The master had first
assessed that he had ability, and entrusted him with a lot of money - even at one talent. But he totally
underperformed! He had ability but he did not show any of it! Why? Well because he So he is dressed
down by his master for being “wicked and lazy”! The master points out to that servant that he claimed he
was afraid of him, but not so afraid that he was not willing to face his master upon his return, virtually
empty handed! Don’t tell me he wasn’t warned by the other servants not to do what he did! Don’t tell me
he didn’t know what the other two servants did with their money. This was no secret. He would have
known, because they would have told him. Knowing, He chose to do what he did. He chose to do nothing!
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Well, the master could choose too, and when he finds that the 3rd servant did nothing and heard his lame excuse, he chose to punish what he
describes as the lazy, wicked, and “worthless” servant. He chooses to basically fire him! He is forcibly throne off
the estate! Outside the estate is described as a hellish place of darkness, weeping and gnashing of teeth – a place of
deep and profound regret! If only he had chosen a different course! *Choices matter! 28 years ago or so, my father
was not feeling well. He was 73 at the time, I think. This up and down cycle persisted for weeks and then months.
My mother warned him to go to the doctor and get checked out. But he made a stubborn choice not to. It got worse.
He was losing weight and strength. Sleeping all the time. So finally, he went in. He found out that after an
immunization shot about 6 months before, his immune system had started attacking his own kidneys! By the time
he went in, his kidneys were too far gone to make a comeback! If he would have simply gone in earlier like he knew
he should have, it would have been a simple run of steroid and it would have been fixed. But because he chose to do
nothing, he had to go to dialysis for the last 7 years of his life. I wish I had encouraged him more strongly to get
checked out. He may have responded to my pleas!
The message of Jesus here is quite simple. You were created to serve! When you gave me your heart, the Spirit of God re-created you to serve
me! You were not exempted from service but drafted into service to your Creator/God! You became a part of a great plan and are called upon to
serve your Master by serving that plan! I have given you something of great value when I gave you myself, and you are to bring a return on my
investment in you! I have given you everything you need to succeed, but you have to choose what you are going to do with that! I’m not telling
you specifically what to do with my investment, but I expect you to do something with it so I can have a return on my investment! I am not asking
for more than you are capable of giving, but only what you can give. I even lend you my Spirit to help you do what you yourself cannot do! That
makes you a formidable force in my Kingdom! Now go out and do something! Don’t do nothing! And for goodness sake help each other! You
are not in this alone! We are all in this together. Encourage each other to love and deeds that are worthy of Christ’s investment! Encourage each
other to bear fruit that is in keeping with our great gift!” That is what Jesus would say if He were standing before you today! Here is a message
from me as His representative. Help those of your spirititual brothers and sisters that are stuck! Do so in positive way! There is a lot of negativity
these day posing as realism or pragmatism or discernment! I promise you that trading conspiracy theories with other Christians does not motivate
them to invest their gifts in the Kingdom of God, or you either! It does the opposite! Please, forsake that garbage! No one know who is right! In
the morass of lies and myth that have taken over the net and the television news, the truth of our current crisis is being distorted at best, if not utter
obscured! Don’t be a part of that! It will separate you from sweet fellowship with Jesus, the Holy Spirit, and from each other! It will make you
choke on your own fear and frustration. Listen, don’t be distracted. Get back to the basics of our commission by Jesus, or you will lose out in the
end! That is your warning this morning!
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[2 Tim. 1:7] -

A spirit of fear is not from God, but from His enemy! In the
last weeks, weeds and thistles are being sown in the field of God by the
enemy of God, weeds that chokes out growth and investment in the Kingdom!
Do not fall for the Devil’s schemes! He is seeking to neutralize you! Make
the right choice! Focus on your mission from Jesus! Leave this other stuff to
God! Our circumstances might change, but God cannot, and neither does the
mission! [2 Tim. 1:7] - A spirit of fear is not from God, but from His enemy!
It is a matter of weeds and thistles being sown by the enemy of God that
chokes out growth and investment in the Kingdom! Do not fall for the Devil’s
schemes! He is seeking to neutralize you! Make the right choice! Focus on
you mission from Jesus! Leave this other stuff to God! Our circumstances
might change, but our mission never changes! It is a glorious task, and we
need to do it,.. and in the end we need to hear our master say to us “Well done,
my good and faithful servant”. Don’t get distracted! Who we are needs to be
protected at all costs and what we do is too important! Therefore encourage
one another [1Thess. 5:11] there is not a thing we can do about it, but our
mission never changes! It is a glorious task, permanently ours under any and
all circumstances, and we need to do it,.. and in the end we need to hear our
master say to us “Well done, my good and faithful servant”. Don’t get
distracted! Who we are in Christ needs to be protected at all costs, because who we are in Him determines what we will do
or not do! And what we do is too important to get sidetracked! Therefore encourage one another to stay on task!
[1Thess. 5:11]
Luke 12:48 – “From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded. And from the one who has been
entrusted with much, much more will be asked.”
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