Gospel of Matthew
9:9-13
Mercy!

1

When I met Jesus, everything change for me.
I had never met anyone remotely like Him!
When He spoke to me, He focused on me,..
ME! Everyone else ignored, despised me.
But He made me feel like a man again – like
I was worth something! He asked me to join
Him, so I did. Little did I know that I was to
become one of the 12! Who would have
thought?!

2

“So I invited Him and His disciples to my home. The word of
my special guest spread like wildfire in the tax-collecting
community! All my friends and acquaintances began to show
up at my door filling up. Supper
had been hastily prepared and
served by my servants, and Jesus,
his disciples, and my increasing
number of guests had been
reclining and eating, asking questions of the unusual rabbi
and listening to His controversial but insightful answers.”

3

“A couple of Jesus’ disciples were
stopped outside my house by some
religious leaders that seemed to be
keeping a watch on Jesus, and they
were asked why their rabbi/master
was actually eating with such a
crowd of people – people known to
be the dregs of society. They were inferring that they wouldn’t
have done such a thing and that they disapproved!

4

The gospel accounts of Luke and Mark tell the exact same
story about a tax collector named “Levi”. It turns out that
Levi and Matthew are one and the same man. All
the synoptic gospels include the words –
“I have not come to call the righteous,

but sinners to repentance”

5

FALSE REPENTANCE
~Fake remorse – “I’m sorry
you feel that way…”
~Self-justification – “I know
I did wrong, BUT…”
Always
be true
to
yourself

Oh, you
mean I can
continue to
be a
rotten,
egotistical,
controlling
jerk!

6

A FALSE REPENTANCE CONT…

~Rationalization – “I couldn’t
help it, they deserved it…”

~Diverting attention to the sins of others –
“So-and-so did the same thing, or worse…” “I’m only
human…” “We’re all sinners, aren’t we?!”

7

A FALSE REPENTANCE, CONT…

~Manipulating others to take your side –
“Remember that time when I took
your side?...”
~Placing blame on someone else –
even the one you wronged – “they
made me say/do it”

8

False Repentance cont….
~No substantive change – learning how
get away with it, often at someone
expense! Evil becomes deep-seated!

to
else’s

PROV. 28:13

9

The sinners are the sick, and Jesus is the Doctor/Healer.
Sin is the diagnosed sickness. Repentance is the cure.
Forgiveness is the healing! Only Jesus can grant
forgiveness from God!
Without repentance there is no
forgiveness, without forgiveness
there is no healing. Without
repentance and forgiveness
people stay sick – sick at heart,
sick at the soul level, emotionally deranged!
It is terribly important when you have done wrong, to
admit you have done wrong – to God and humans. It is
equally as important to grant forgiveness when someone
asked it of you, or you will be consumed from the inside
out by thoughts, attitudes, and actions geared toward
vengeance, bitterness, hostility, and malice!
10

Jesus – “Figure this out, you religious/righteous people. ‘I
desire mercy, not sacrifice’ ”
[Hosea 6:6]
What does God think of our pomp and
circumstance? If you ask Jesus, not much.
Although God prescribed and even required
sacrifices and ritual in the O.T., it was all
useless if a person’s heart remained
unrepentant, cold, greedy, and without
empathy. Sacrifices and ritual were simply a
means to have God change hearts. They were never an end in
themselves! In fact, the same is true today! Church attendance
is never an end in itself. Bible study is never an end in and of
itself. It is simply a catalyst for God changing hearts! If a
person’s heart remains unchanged, then perfect church
attendance as well as all the Bible learning in the world is of no
consequence in the eyes of God!
11

God is after mercy-changed hearts! He
wants hearts that are affected by the lost –
by those who have not known their
Creator and do not know that their eternity
depends upon knowing Him! He wants
hearts that say of the worst sinner, “there,
but only for the grace of God, go I”. He wants
people that have become aware of the need that surrounds
them, much of it desperate need, and are part of His
church’s efforts to meet that need in the Name of Jesus.
But He also wants people that are not sad, but joyous and
full of life, who know how to celebrate, because we are
connected with our Creator in love, and know the
privilege of serving Him in His great purpose of saving
the world and winning it back to Himself, or as much of it
as is willing! He wants hearts that have been touched by
His mercy and have themselves then become merciful!
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