Gospel of Matthew
7:13-16
Two Roads, One Way
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Jesus said “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can approach the
Father unless they come through me”. [Jn.14:6] KHV - He was sent from
heaven to deal with the sin issue that had divided God
from His human creation for so long. He was the only
one sent by the Creator/God. So, although there are a
lot of claims by other religions that they too are a path
to God, Jesus says “NO”! You cannot find God or have
a relationship with Him unless it is the true God, depicted
by an accurate portrayal of Him. *If someone is trying to
describe me, Kurt Hettinga, to someone else, and they say
I’m 5’8”, around 22, have a full head of flaming red hair
–
that I have one lazy eye, and am skinny as a beanpole, am part Asian, and have
a long purple scar behind my left ear, and have a bass voice like a guy in a
southern gospel quartet, and speak with a lisp, they have gotten it all wrong.
Will that inaccurate description help them recognize the real me? No! It will
help them rule ME out! Even if they are 50 percent, or 75 percent accurate, it’s
still just not me! So, no – of course not. It would be like showing them a photo
of another quite different looking person and expecting them to see that its me!
That’s just dumb! It’s not logical in the least!
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That’s just dumb! If, on the other hand, they describe me
accurately, then, yes - and although you don’t know me, at least
you know of me and what you know of me is
a true description. Better yet, hand them a
photo that was actually taken of me, and they
will know me instantly when they see me! But
again –
if you get the description wrong, then it’s not
me, is it?!
So, I can’t really figure out why people think
that just about any definition of God will do.
It just stands to reason that if you have the wrong definition, you
will end up worshipping a figment of someone’s imagination
from a long, long time ago! The notion that there are many
paths to God is absolute foolishness, because each path has a
different definition of God. You may THINK you have found
God, but you actually have found someone or something else,
or,.. nothing at all!
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So Jesus comes out hard against those that try to
redefine God. They are false guides.
*A false guide says they know the
way to where you want to go, but
they actually don’t. They are just
saying that! Their motives are always
power/influence/control of others, or money, or sex, or all
of the above. They are used of Satan, God’s avowed
enemy, to divert, distract, dilute, and distort the truth
about God so that people find their alternative version of
God. False prophets are either cynical toward God and do
not believe in him, preying upon the gullibility, naivety,
and the ignorance of others. Or, they actually think they
have stumbled upon something, an angle perhaps, that no
one else has. So they do a little well-meaning twisting,
tweaking, and and reworking of Scripture, preach and
teach until they have a following and eventually a new
movement! It happens ALL THE TIME.
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Usually these false prophets target people who know about the
Bible but actually know far less about the Bible than they
think they know. So the prophet or his
followers capitalizes on that, fill in the
gaps with their own alternative truth,
and soon convince and convert. Then
the converts think they’ve got the world
by the tail. They now think that they
possess knowledge that few people
possess. Their prophet probably tells them they are so few
because “Narrow is the gate, and few there are…”, and
because there are relatively few of them, they think that fact is
verification. It is NOT verification! There are thousands of
small sects and cults – and that’s just in Christianity – but they
all say the same thing - “God has given us exclusive access to
the truth, through our prophet!”
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But Jesus is talking about deviating from a narrow definition. He is a
specific person with a specific definition. False teachers go off-trail
with the definition/description of Jesus. They hawk a false picture.
*I have a historical/pictorial history book at home that has to do with
how the old west was settled. The book
describes how people from the east were
lured out to the west. A “land developer”
(and I use the term lightly) would buy
cheap land in the middle of nowhere and
divide it up into lots and plot it out in city
blocks with a downtown area and a main
street down the middle. They would have drawings made up of how
it would eventually look (if all went according to plan). They might
even go so far as to construct a nice courthouse/municipal building
that was likely the only building in this supposed town. Then they
would have an artist depict that building surrounded by bustling
businesses and neighborhoods – all imaginary, of course.
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These con men would then sell these lots back east where people
would see these pictures, with prices far better than out east, and
they would buy it, investing all their savings in a of land, SIGHT
UNSEEN! Then they would purchase a wagon and team of horses
or oxen, pack the wagon with all their earthly
goods, and travel a months-long, arduous
journey west, with many dangers until they
finally arrived at their destination. Only to
find a courthouse standing tall and alone in
the
middle of nowhere! It was NOTHING like
what had been portrayed to them by that
crooked land developer back east! Then they
realized they had been defrauded! The only option remaining to
them was either to stay on and build, or accept their crushing losses
and move on and try to start over at a real town where there was at
least some civilization. This is literally how the west was won,
settled largely by fraudulent sales practices, if you can believe that!
People came, were defrauded, and didn’t have enough resources to
go back home. So they stayed on in some town, and in this way,
some of the towns actually sprang up and became something.
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In the same way, a false prophet/
teacher sees visions they never
actually saw, and paints pictures
that are a figment of his or her
imagination. They attribute it all to
“God told me” of course (which He
never actually did)! Jesus tells us to
watch out for them! They are the lowest and most
dangerous form of human life – “dogs”, “pigs”, but also
“wolves/predators”! They cynically use God for their
own purposes. They prey upon trusting, kind, caring
Christians who don’t know enough and are too kind to just
kick them out as they actually should.
[
[Acts 20:29-31]
[2 Jn. 7-11]
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This is why I preach from the Bible every Sunday and go
verse by verse, chapter by chapter,
book by book! We need God’s
word in us! We need to understand
how to go about interpreting it so
that when someone comes along
and says it means this or that, we
can immediately be on alert! *I
remember something about my favorite superhero as a kid
– Spiderman. He had something he called ‘spidey sense”
– an instinct that told him something wasn’t right. It
would tingle and alert Him to danger.
For the Christian, only a good knowledge of God’s
word will provide us with spiritual “spidey sense”, saving
us from the distortions and myths that these human
wolves try to spread, especially among the weakest and
most vulnerable among us.
[2 Tim. 3:16]
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Many “prophets” are self-deluded. They actually have come to
believe their own fantasies. As to the prophets
themselves, there are a few that
know what they are. They are
psychopaths, without conscience,
knowing full-well they are in it for
the money, sex, or control. But the
ingredient that makes these frauds
successful is the people. It seems absolutely preposterous that
they would not know that they are being made fools of. But if
you don’t know the truth of God’s word very well, then, I
suppose it is hard to determine that a prophet-fraud is, in fact, a
fraud teaching fraudulent doctrines - redefining God, the will of
God, salvation, heaven and hell, sin, etc,.. They sound like they
know, and if you don’t know… then it could sound convincing
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It boils down to the question of how you stop people
from being foolish, believing unbelievable things,
accepting what should never be accepted by a follow
of
Jesus Christ. The truth is you can’t.
Even Jesus could not stop people from doing as they
pleased. All He can do is warn them – to assert in
strong, even bitter terms, that they are being fooled
and ultimately destroyed by some very unscrupulous people! He
tells us all that we need to be more careful. Figure out the narrow
definitions of the essential knowledge of God and His will. It is
NOT open to a loose make-your-own definition, but rather a tightly
defined, accurate, and repeatedly tested definition! Work really
hard at getting it right or someone will come along who will be
happy to help you get it wrong!

[Prov. 14:12]
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