Gospel of Matthew
6: 5-15
A Thing Best Done In Secret II
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So, the giving of tithes, offerings, and charitable works
such as helping the poor, are not to be
done for the admiration or recognition of
other people – not for the Christ-follower
at least. Our generosity to God or other
people is reserved for the eyes of God!
Does this mean it is an issue if someone sees us doing
something good? No – of course not! It means that it is
not an issue either way. It is a non-issue. We don’t care if
they see it, and we don’t care if they don’t see it. We
don’t care if they know what we’ve done and we don’t
care if they don’t know what we’ve done. It is not on our
radar. It is certainly not a new rule whereby we must
devise ways for our giving or charitable work to be
cloaked in security measures that will keep anyone from
ever possibly knowing! It is not the kind of issue where if
someone found out, we’d have to kill them! This is just
not that kind of thing!
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If we are serving God and not ourselves, it is our motives that make
all the difference for how we give or serve! When we serve others,
we are to know that our primary purpose is to
serve God. When we are serving Christ, there is
literally nothing anyone can do to discourage
our efforts to serve Jesus. For instance, if someone does not react
with gratitude as they should have, it does not shake our resolve.
We are doing this primarily to serve God. We get our recognition
from him! How people react is on them, and does not reflect on
how we serve them, or react to them. This makes all the difference
in the world when it comes to our tolerance for the foibles, follies,
flaws, and faults of other people – to the giving of grace! We don’t
get our grundies in a bunch if things get rough – if we get
criticized, or someone usurps our authority, or someone takes credit
for something that was our brainchild, or things do not go as
planned, or someone else does not do their assigned task. No – we
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are serving out of love for Jesus, so what does it matter?!

Now Jesus shifts to another activity best done in secret –
prayer! Interestingly enough, corporate prayer has forever
been a grand show! Those that can really talk well have an
opportunity to become the center of attention
when they pray and everyone follows their
prayer and literally prays their words! Often
their prayers come out in the most flowery
terms. I remember when I was a kid and the
King James Version of the Bible was what
everyone used, with its “thee’s” and “thou’s” and “thou
shalt’s” and “wheretofore’s”. And the funny thing is that the
best pray-ers in the church could actually pray in King James
English. “Oh gracious Heavenly Father. We thank thee that
thou hast given us our nightly rest and hast smiled upon us
with sunshine this day… We praise the for thy watchcare and
thy providence” – and that’s just for starters! They prayed in
this archaic form of English. It was bizarre!
4

Reality check
– God does not speak 16th Century
English.
- God does not need you to ask the
same question in 5 different ways - each time more
eloquent than the last.
- God does not need to hear a sermonette poorly
disguised as a prayer. Sermons are for people.
- More words do not make more effective prayers. A
wordy prayer is a performance for people and
therefore not really a prayer.
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Disingenuous prayer is hypocrisy – vs. 5
Prayer can easily become posing!
It is so easy to fall into this trap!
Trying to be impressive to people
is a very human foible/flaw. It is
not only hypocrites that fall prey
to
this, but sincere people also. In our sincerity we don’t
know we are being hypocrites! That hardly even
makes sense, but it happens with we become too sure
of ourselves to question why and how we are doing
what we do. We always have to be aware of our own
motives (and try very hard not to judge other people’s
motives),
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Jesus indicates here that the most effective
prayer is a prayer alone. The prayer between
me and God in my prayer closet is what puts
the “personal” in a personal relationship.
*When Karen and I go on a date it is alone
time. There might be a whole restaurant full
of people around us, but it is as if we are alone, isolated just the two of us in the room, lost in each other’s eyes! *****
Actually it’s not quite like that – but we do feel alone in a crowded
room – just the wo of us, and we know we need that time together!
My point is, that a loving personal relationship needs alone time to
flourish, or it is not really a loving relationship! This is just as true
in our relationship with God! Our time alone talking to Him is as
important to God as it is to us. What an extraordinary privilege it is
to be able to be “in Christ” and thus able to enjoy a privileged and
personal relationship with God! It is clear that God wants people
who want to be with Him.
7

We talk, but it is often not a lot. We don’t go on and on unless
there is something important we have to
discuss. Otherwise we just sit there, eat,
and enjoy each other’s company… well,
I can’t speak for her, but I know I enjoy
her company!
Jesus says we don’t need to speak many
words to God to connect with Him. I’ve
know a number of people who have bragged about their hour
or two hours with God each day in prayer. I’m wouldn’t ever
be so bold as to criticize a pray-er for praying. But it is not
right for them to tell me for how long they pray. I don’t want
to know. There is no formula for how long, or how much,
what time of the day, or how your prayer is organized!
Everyone is different, and it’s okay! It is the way is should be.
Just talk things over with God. Bring Him your concerns and
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needs, bring Him a few of other people’s needs and concerns.

Look at this pattern for prayer. It is concise and to the point. It
is also brief. It is not a prayer that Jesus intended that we repeat
endlessly. *How would you like the same
memorize conversation every time your
spouse sits down to talk to you. It is not
even, necessarily, a pattern for our own
prayer. His point is to take care of business.
Don’t beat around the bush. Talk to Him
about what is important, or at least, important to you! Ask Him
to lead, provide, protect, and empower you to serve Him well.
Ask Him for understanding, vision, creativity, and the means to
accomplish His will for you today. Everything you request
returns to one thing. If is a request for health, or a request for
food or shelter, or a request for transportation, whatever it may
be, our request needs to somehow be tied in to the purposes of
God being accomplished on earth. In other words if He gives us
what we request for ourselves, we are properly determined to
turn it around and use it for Him to accomplish His purposes.
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We just have to rid ourselves of the narcissistic western
notion that has swept evangelical Christianity that God
loves us just for our own sake! It is partially true, but
reciprocating that love is just as true.
God’s love for me and mine for Him
come part and parcel; joined at the hip!
God loves and saves us. We, on the
other hand, love Him and thus are all
about serving His purposes.
Everything we do, say, are, ties back
into this reciprocation! The word reciprocate comes from
the Latin word “reciprocatum” with means “to rise and
fall, go back and forth, reverse the motion of”. Real love
reciprocates in a back and forth rhythm – He loves me and
meets me needs and I love Him and serve His purposes;
He loves me and meets my needs and I love Him and
serve His purposes; He loves me and meets my needs and
I love Him and serve His purposes!
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Then Jesus provides one example of this from out of his
sample prayer. He pulls out one of the more difficult
portions – the portion about forgiveness!
Now,..
many of us have come from a rather
rough
background. Bad parenting, poor
sibling
relationships, betrayal in marriage and
divorce, a
pattern of broken friendships! We
are angry
about it, frustrated, and traumatized!
Our
emotional energy is drained daily because we live in this
cesspool of negative emotions. We cannot emerge into
the joy of the light of Christ’s love because we are forever
being depleted, living under the shadow of this looming
boogeyman of resentments, bitterness, victimhood, and
unforgivenness. This is not “carrying our cross” but being
crossed off, forced out of the game – neutralized!
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All our emotional energy goes into surviving our
mental negativity and there is nothing left over with
which to serve the purposes of God. We
become a perpetual project with no end in
sight – unless,.. we are willing to forgive.
Forgiveness gets us back in the game, where
we are able to leave the past behind. The
cruelties and betrayals are left behind in the past where
they belong, and we can move on. We can’t take any
of that garbage with us into heaven, can we? No – but
we can drop it from our tired hands!
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There is no room for this where Jesus lives. So we open
our grasping, tired hands and drop it! We relax and drop it
so we can go on with Christ, moving further into His love
and His purposes. We drop it because
we love Him more than we love our
grievances!
This is good news, folks! *In the past
when I have spoken on forgiveness,
I’ve had people come to me with this
hopeless, haunted look in their eyes,
telling me they cannot let it go – they’ve tried, and just
can’t! I’m here on behalf of Christ to declare that you can
– and must! Jesus leave no option here, plus, He never
asks us to do anything we cannot do with His help. Love
Him more than your emotional scars and burdens! Let it
go! Drop it now - today! Trust that He will free you! Let
this day be your Dependence Day! [Ph’p. 4:13]
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