Gospel of Matthew
7:17-23
Lord!

Lord!!
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I want to impress upon all of us this morning these words of
Jesus. Listen! He is warning us that “many” that think they are
saved – many that are sure that they are saved - will one day
hear the words, “Depart from me! I never knew
you!” These are the most bone-chilling, frightening
words that could ever be spoken to a person that
considers themselves a Christian. Many that have
decided not to become a Christian, or a Christ-follower,
expect to here these words one day. They will not be surprised!
They made their choice, and they know they must pay the
proverbial “piper” one day. I hate to say this, but it will be far
more terrifying than they thought it might be! But a person that
considers themselves a Christian – this is something they will
not see coming! They will not have chosen an eternity of Divine
punishment! In fact, far from it! They will have thought that
they chose heaven! But Hell is what they will get! You’ve heard
the expression “so close and yet so far”!
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Now, God, of course, knows everyone. So He
knows every single person by name. But you
can know of someone without knowing
them! Whether God knows a person is,
amazingly, up to the person. I know that
many say it is up to God, and it could easily be
that way if that is what God wanted. Not matter
how radio preachers twist scripture every day to
make it look as if God chooses us and we do not have any choice in
the matter, it is clear that it is not what God wants. He wants people
that will come to Him willingly, not out of being coerced, or forced,
or being fated, as many Christians today have come to mistakenly
believe, but God wants people to freely come, to be drawn in by His
love, and to love Him in return. Love is not the kind of thing that can
be forced! Everyone knows that! God wants a love relationship that
is deep and rich and rewarding, and that can only happen in a
relationship that is mutual! We know that God loves people. But
people have to make the decision that they are going to love God - or
God’s love is unrecognized and unrequited (un-re-kwahy-tid)
(unreturned).
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God’s love cannot connect with someone that does not
love Him in return. *I remember well when I really
started liking girls. I really liked the looks of
some of them and so wanted to talk to them, to
be friends, to be as important to them as I thought they
they could be to me. I just knew that if I could
somehow get to talk to them, get to do something
with them, they would like me back. But a
number of them wouldn’t give me the time of day.
They were completely unapproachable and therefore
unattainable! They weren’t interested in talking to me, in
doing something with me, or really in having anything to
do with me! They acted like they didn’t even know I
existed! They were so pretty, and I wanted to know them,
but since they so obviously did not want to know me,
there was no way to reach them. So, I never did know
them! I was always a little surprised by rejection. But I
remember taking an “oh well” attitude. It was their loss!
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In somewhat the same way God loves people and then
experiences the pain of people’s rejection! It has to be
astonishing to God every time – billions of times! How do you
reject a God who gives you this world and this amazing universe
that surrounds us?! How do you reject a God who takes your
abuse and apathy on the chin and, rather than take your life from
you immediately in retribution (as He certainly could with the
most minimal effort) He instead gives His life for you?! I’ve
said this before, but given the strange and unbelievable
things that most people do believe, they
certainly CAN believe in Jesus if they want to.
But they do not want to! One day they will
stand before Jesus and stammer and stutter in
their own defense why they didn’t believe, one after the other
rotating a litany of the same futile excuses – futile because there
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is just is no excuse!

The first context of this passage is a warning against false teachers. False
teachers often believe they are the only ones that have the truth. They think
that God has led them to their strange doctrinal creations and anomalous
conclusions, and everyone that doesn’t go along with them are opposing God!
Jesus says, watch out for them! They are “wolves”. They sound like they
know what they are talking about, but they surely do not! Then there are those
that are pointing out the wolves that in my opinion are wolves themselves!
Some of the photo collages online are collections of head shots of prominent
Christian leaders of the past 30 years. Many of them include Billy Graham of
all people! Anyone who would point such an accusatory finger at such a
renown effective evangelist is themselves a false teacher! So watch
out for the self-appointed “watchdogs” also. They are wolves also and equally
as dangerous to your own soul if you follow after them!
So the “sheep” better be warned and take steps to protect
themselves from being sucked into the arrogant vortex
that false teachers create! They will make you bear badly!
As I concluded last week, we all need to begin a daily regime, a routine
where you read your Bible from front to back once a year – about 2-3 pages a
day, so you get the big picture and keep getting a clearer vision of the big 6
picture every time you get through it again!

Just Read!!
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There is a wider context here
that applies to everyone that
considers themselves a heavenbound Christian, but which
sadly, Jesus does not consider a friend/disciple of His!
How do people get themselves in such a horrifying and
final predicament?!
How can people be so mistaken about their salvation?
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#1 – Getting caught up in gross doctrinal/
practical error. I said last week that if we
don’t know the accurate truth about Jesus,
that we don’t know Him! He is a specific
person. Get His description wrong and it’s
not Him! We won’t know the true Jesus unless we
know the truth about Him! So we closely adhere to
the apostle’s teaching, not adding to it or taking away
from it! [Jn. 17:3; 1 Jn. 2:24]
#2 – Living in disobedience/sinful, shameful
behavior! [Jn. 14:21; 1 Jn. 3:3-8]
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#3 – Trying to follow Jesus without loving people,
esp. your fellow followers of Jesus! [*Jn.15:10-14; 1
Jn. 3:23,24; 4:7]
#4 – Trying to follow Jesus without
fulfilling the purposes of God that Jesus
has assigned – yielding little or no fruit!
[Lk. 24:45-49; 2 Cor. 5:15-21;
Jn. 15:2-6]
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