Romans 16:21-27
The Great Mystery
Hidden/Revealed!
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[1 Tim. 6:11,12] - We are a part of God’s

ancient promise to “crush” the serpent,
a metaphor for Satan! God is a
sore loser! He is intent on
imposing a “crushing” defeat
upon His enemies – Satan, and all those that
have sided with him – evil-doers whose most
terrible crime is to withhold themselves from Him and
influence others to do the same!
Yet, while there is still time, He is using those He
has won and included in His church, to reach those that
have been lost to Him! It is His plan and purpose that
His people act contrary to the cursed nature they were
born with and pursue the new nature given and
supported by the 2nd creation [2 Cor. 5:17]. The new
nature is the character of God divinely growing and
producing the fruit of the Spirit in me!
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Vs. 21 – Greetings from Timothy (“my fellow worker”),
Lucius, Jason, Sosipater – obviously people that some of the
people in the Roman church would have known.
If you were known to Paul, what would his summation of YOU
be about?
- “One who obviously loves Jesus with his/her whole heart and
serves Him faithfully!”
- “One who loves being joined to the purposes of God,
whose life is electrically charged with meaning in
God’s purposes!”
- “One whose reputation is that of being a
willing, joyful, faithful, Jesus-first servant
of the gospel!”
- “One who is a body builder - an encourager
and an excellent example to all in the church. He/she makes
my church stronger because they are a giver!” [Act 20:35]
What will be JESUS’ assessment of you on the day of your
inevitable meeting?
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Vs. 22 – “I, Tertius…” – servant of Jesus, scribe.
Vs. 23 – Gaius - known for his hospitality/generosity
to the church in Corinth. He probably hosted church
meetings in his home. From the way that he did it,
(they “enjoyed” his hospitality) it revealed his love
of Christ AND His church!
BTW – the two loves are absolutely connected!
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Vs. 26b – Erastus, Director of Public

Works in Corinth. A Director of Public
Works is most often
in charge of the
infrastructure of a city
maintenance of roads, bridges, water
wells, garbage, city buildings,
maintaining/fixing city machinery, getting rid of public
eyesores, hazards, etc… It is a position of great
responsibility, and while it has traditionally been a
reasonably lucrative job, it will
usually not make one rich. Erastus
may not have been a rich man, but
what he had was prioritized for the
use of Jesus and His church.
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“Our brother, Quartus” – someone known to the
Roman Christians, someone
that had earned the title of
“brother”. During that early
era, a “brother” or “sister” was
someone tested by persecution
and discrimination. They were
observed by all to have been truly changed by their
close association with Jesus Christ and by their
possession of the Spirit of God! They were true
partners in the purposes of God!
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Vs. 25 - The final benediction. (Remember the first

benediction in 15:13?)
It is a monster run-on sentence!
Notable elements:
~It is directed to God the Father – “Now to Him who
is able…” – vs. 27 - “to the only wise God be glory
forever through Jesus Christ”
~“my gospel” – Paul has always contended that the
gospel of “Jesus only” through grace alone (without
the Law) was divinely revealed to him. Paul
became the driving influence behind the gospel of
grace (and not works). It was accepted as orthodoxy
by the apostles and set the church on a true
trajectory.
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~ ”Hidden through long ages past, but now revealed” –
No one knew what God was doing. He
was doing something, but no one through
the ages could really figure it out, until
Jesus began to expound upon the Torah
(Old Testament). He explained that the God of Israel
did not belong to Israel exclusively, but that He loved
the nations and wanted to redeem all humanity! The
gospels do cover this but not extensively nor explicitly.
John is the most definite about it in his gospel (Jn.
3:16). However, the men who were the most closely
connected to Jesus, the 12 disciples (later, apostles)
certainly understood this message and were also led by
the Holy Spirit. It was strongly reflected in the way
they spread the gospel after Jesus departed/ascended.
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Vs. 26 - “…so that all nations might believe and obey

Him…”. The plan of God was to use Jesus’ disciples to
begin conquering the world with the completely
unconventional message of salvation through an exclusive
faith in Jesus Christ! This was the great mystery revealed!
The Word (Jesus – the Son) had been chosen by God the
Father for this mission all along, even from before creation!
God must have foreseen that we would misuse our free will
to rebel. He foresaw that His options would be to either
destroy humanity and start over with a very different
creature devoid of free will – or - to simply salvage existing
humanity working with their free will. He chose option B,
planning to implement it by drawing (wooing and winning)
the willing ones, and only the willing ones, back to
Himself! From the beginning, His intention had been to
offer this message to the world, starting with the willing
ones in Israel, and through them to spread the offer of
reconciliation with God through faith in Christ to the world!
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This was foreign to the isolationist Jewish mind so it
took a while for even the willing ones to wrap their
minds around the expansive love and inclusivity of
God! But now most of Christ’s Jewish
followers around the world were
figuring it out and buying into it! Now
they knew that the gospel is a story of love
and redemption, of the Creator/God buying
back his image-bearers, by sacrificing
Himself, the only innocent one, in the place
of the guilty. They now knew that they
stood equal before God in so much as all people,
Jew and non-Jew alike, needed God’s provision for
salvation, and that was through Jesus alone!
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